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Rebuilding their lives

BY ERIKA DE LOS REYES
STAFF WRITER

The Quintanilla family is com-
ing home, but they need help in
making it feel like home for the
holidays.

After a fire left their house unin-
habitable on Oct. 16, Karina Quin-
tanilla and her family have strug-
gled to find a place to live.

Although they were provided
with temporary living assistance
for three weeks, the family of eight
will soon have to return to their
Edinburg home to avoid being
homeless.

Karina’s youngest son, Abraham,
first noticed the fire, which began
in the family’s living room, because
he was woken up when he felt a
sudden burn. A spark from a short
circuit had landed on him.

Karina explained that her son

immediately went to wake her and
her husband Vicente, as well as his
sister Evelyn who then woke the
rest of her siblings.

She recalled the events of that
day with sadness as she spoke
about the moment her family ran
out of the burning house.

“In a matter of seconds, it went
from a small flame that advanced
quickly and all we saw was our
entire living room on fire,” Karina
said in Spanish, adding that as she
and her family stood outside the
house, all they could see was the
black smoke.

In an attempt to put the fire out,
Vicente went back into the house
to douse the flames with water. And
although the fire had grown too big
for her husband to enter the house,
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Vicente Quintanilla walks around his home as it is being rebuilt after a fire destroyed it last month, on Thursday, Dec. 1, 2022, in Edinburg.

After fire destroys home, Edinburg family
needs assistance picking up the pieces

he kept trying to extinguish it.

See FAMILY | 9A

Courtesy Photo
The fire-gutted home of the Quintanilla family.

Republican
requests
recount in
Senate race

BY MARK REAGAN
STAFF WRITER

Republican Adam Hinojosa filed a
petition for a recount in the three Rio
Grande Valley counties that lifted his
challenger Democrat
Morgan LaMantia to vic-
tory on Election Day for
Texas Senate District 27.

Hinojosa  announced
the recount in a statement
posted on Facebook on
Wednesday evening.

“On November 8th, in Hinojosa
one of the closest elec-
tions in Texas, I fell just
0.19% away from 50% of
the vote in my race for Tex-
as Senate,” Hinojosa said.
A total of 175,415 votes
were cast in the election,
with LaMantia receiving
88,037 votes, or 50.19%, to
Hinojosa’s 87,378 votes for
49.81%.

That’s a difference of 659 votes.

“In any election with such a small
margin of victory, even very small mis-

See RECOUNT | 7A

LaMantia

SpaceX’s first
orbital launch
moves closer
with test fire

BY STEVE CLARK
STAFF WRITER

With SpaceX’s incident-free, static-
fire test of 11 of a Super Heavy booster’s
33 rocket engines at Boca Chica/Star-
base on Nov. 29, the company moved a
step closer toward attempting the first
orbital launch of Starship.

The engines were lit on Super Heavy
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“From  outside he
continued to try to put
out the fire by spray-
ing it with water from
the hose. That is when
a window exploded and
the broken glass fell on
his feet — those are the
burns he suffered,” Kar-
ina said.

While her father tried
to stop the fire, Evelyn
took it upon herself to
call the fire department.

The blaze started in
the living room and
stretched across the
house and into the kitch-
en, causing damage to a
majority of their home.
The family lost much to
the fire including their
furniture, clothing and
memorabilia.

“It is the realization
that we lost items that
had sentimental value ...
I had photos of my kids
when they were little,
videos of when they were
little,” Karina said about
her biggest losses.

The family also lost
important documents in
the fire, and her children
lost all their school sup-
plies, including comput-
ers that were loaned to
her younger kids.

Since that day, mem-
bers of her church have
donated items to the
family, including cloth-
ing and other necessi-
ties. Friends also donat-
ed clothing and the Red
Cross gave them $800.

They also received
help from Hidalgo Coun-
ty, which provided the
family temporary hous-
ing in a hotel for three
weeks.

Due to his injuries
caused by the fire, Vicen-
te was unable to work for
about two weeks.

But the family has kept
pushing forward and —
along with the help of
their friends — rebuild-
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From left, Abraham Quintanilla, Emily Quintanilla, Vicente
Quintanilla, and Karina Quintanilla pose in front of their home
after a fire destroyed it last month, on Thursday, Dec. 1, 2022, in

Edinburg.

ing the home.

The county provided
them with containers
where they could throw
away the pieces of the
home that were dam-

aged.
Her daughter, Evelyn,
started a GoFundMe

page that raised about
$2,500. It's money that
the family has since used
to purchase materials to
help rebuild their home.

After three weeks in
a hotel, the family was
then allowed to live in a
home thanks to a gener-
ous resident who gave
them a place to stay for
a couple months. Now
they must move back
into the home that is still
being rebuilt.

“If you go to our house,
it doesn’t look like it got
burned because of how
much we've advanced
on it,” Karina explained.
“We have two rooms in
which we have placed
sheet rock.”

They hope to restore
their house the way it
was before as it’s been
their home for more
than 18 years.

But with all efforts fo-
cused on the house, they
haven’'t been able to af-
ford much else, let alone
Christmas gifts. So the

family now looks to the
community for help with
basic necessities, espe-
cially winter clothes.

This holiday season,
Karina is asking the com-
munity for help with
anything they can con-
tribute. Karina said she
and her family plan to
use whatever help they
receive from the commu-
nity toward a new home
and appliances as well.

“My son Abraham
wasn’t able to find a jack-
et that fit him among the
clothes that (were) do-
nated to us,” she said,
sharing the encouraging
words she told Abraham
about the scar he in-
curred from the fire.

“That is the scar that
will remind you that you
alerted your family —
that you saved your fam-
ily,” she told him.

To help, call the United
Way of South Texas at
(956) 686-6331 and in-
quire about this family
and the Spirit of Christ-
mas campaign. The
Monitor has partnered
with the United Way of
South Texas to garner
support for Rio Grande
Valley families in need
of monetary donations,
or other items and gifts
specified in this story.




