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United Way of South Texas recognizes Top ISD Golden Apple recipients
SPECIAL TO THE MONITOR

United Way of South Texas recognized outstanding
volunteers and supporters
at the 2019 Campaign Annual Awards Ceremony in
early March.
The following Top 5 Contributing School Districts
and their Campaign Coordinators received a Golden
Apple Award:
>> McAllen ISD (Ann
Vega)
>>
Edinburg
CISD
(Alonzo Barbosa)
>> La Joya ISD (Marissa
E. Saenz)
>> Pharr-San Juan-Alamo ISD (Dr. Ruben Borrego)
>> Weslaco ISD (Susan
Peterson).
Jose A. Gonzalez, superintendent of McAllen ISD,
and Ann Vega, McAllen ISD
Campaign
Coordinator,

accepted the No. 1 Golden
Apple Award. This was the
second time in a row that
McAllen ISD received Top
Honor, although they have
always been recognized as
a Top 5 supporter.
“We appreciate United
Way for this prestigious recognition. In McAllen ISD,
we are blessed to have so
many people who are kind,
generous and ever mindful of the needs of families
in our community,” Gonzalez said. “If families can
get a helpful boost, that, in
turn, beneﬁts our children.
McAllen ISD is proud to
partner with United Way.”
Along with the Golden
Apple Award, McAllen ISD
also received a Red Apple
Award for Highest Per
Capita in the category of
3,000 employees or more.
For the second consecutive
year, McAllen ISD’s Gonza-
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Pictured from left are Tyler Stone, Mayfair Properties/Rioco Partners, United Way 2020 Board Chair;
D’uAndre Drain, GE Aviation, 2019 United Way Campaign co-chair; Alonzo Barbosa, Edinburg CISD;
Marissa E. Saenz, La Joya ISD; Ann Vega, McAllen ISD; Jose A. Gonzalez, superintendent of McAllen
ISD; Priscilla Canales, superintendent of Weslaco ISD, United Way Board Member; Susan Peterson,
Weslaco ISD; Lisa Killion, 2019 United Way Campaign co-chair.
lez Elementary School was
also awarded Highest Per
Capita Campus. Congratulations to McAllen ISD and

No Memorial Day ceremony, but War Memorial is open
The Veterans War Memorial of Texas will not conduct ceremonies on Memorial
Day May 25, 2020 due to the COVID-19. However, ﬂags will be ﬂown in honor
of the approximate 1.3 million American military men and women who created
and defended America’s precious liberty, freedom and independence. VFW 8788
Honor Guard, led by Major Homer Gallegos, will play taps and ﬁre riﬂe volleys on
the morning of Monday, May 25. The ceremony represents all Americans. The
Memorial is open 24/7 and may be visited at no cost. Maintain your distance and
bring your children, if you can, for they are the leaders of tomorrow. With your help
they will better understand the struggles, sacriﬁces and contributions of our Nations
Forefathers to be free and independent. For information, call Col. Frank Plummer at
(956) 631-2511.

McAllen Chamber business proﬁle: Medi-Weightloss
Medi-Weightloss owner Annie Holand credits a commitment to the greater
community for keeping her business open.
“We could have easily closed our doors and checked out,” Holand said. “But we
have to take care
of ourselves and
our community,
and we have to
ﬁgure out new
ways to do that.”
These new
ways include
switching to
telehealth
so we can
videoconference
and check on
client progress,
and offering
curbside
pick-up for
products. Holand
expressed that
communicating
with clients
this way also
satisﬁes a need
for human
interaction and
that it’s “such a
treat to connect
with people
in their own
environment who
are committed to
living in wellness
during a time
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As Holand

the other Golden Apple
Award recipients for their
outstanding support and
achievements.

The United Way Board
of Directors also expresses
their gratitude to all Superintendents,
District
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circumstances, I would
encourage them to help.
However, my potatoes
won’t pick themselves. And
asthey are about to rot, I
need Aronia and Henry to
help. But don’t fret, I won’t
leave you empty handed.
Another extremely gifted
friend of mine, whom I
started mentoring recently,
will help you with anything
you need.” Old Man looked
down at his watch. “As
a matter of fact, she will
arrive any moment now.”
Like clockwork, a loud
thud followed with tiny
footsteps was heard
heading their way. They all
looked in the direction of
the noise, waiting. Mary
knew it was a nature spirit,
but the girl’s appearance
shocked her.
A girl, no older than 15,
with a huge smile on her
face was skipping as she
made her way over to the
group. She had taken the
nature theme to a whole
new level. She had wavy
brown hair with small
twigs intertwined in it
and emerald green eyes.
She wore a light-green,
sleeveless dress, a leaf
shaped upper arm bracelet,
and black ankle boots.
Yet,she made the overload
of nature accessories work
and somehow it added
to her beauty. Looking at
this girl’s positivity and
excitement, Mary almost
forgot that the world was in
chaos. Almost.
When the girl was close,
she began bombarding
Mary with words. “Oh my
gosh, you are so pretty.
What’s your name? Where
are you from? Do you have
a boyfriend? I bet he’s also
pretty. I mean handsome.
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man’s house and yard was
even more beautiful than
the front. It looked like an
oasis lost in the desert.
She saw a huge garden
with a variety of plants
including different-colored
ﬂower bushes outlining a
stone path which crossed
through the garden and
entered a forest of tall trees
forming a border around
the yard. On the edge of a
meadow was a little creek
which ran into a small
pond with Lily pads and a
multitude of ﬁsh. On the
other side of the property
was a circular palapa with
green vines spiraling up
the wooden poles which
supported the structure
with a table and wooden
chairs beneath it.
After they gazed a few
minutes at the yard, Old
Man came out of the back
door with a glass carafe
of some type of unknown
liquid. She guessed it
was the concoction he
mentioned earlier.
“So,” Old Man began,
“Who are your marvelous
guests and what isthe
reason for their visit?”
Henry began the
introductions.
“This is Mary and Forest.
Forest recruited her to help
save his mother-in-law.”
“I see. And I suppose
they called you to help
them ﬁgure it out. I
wondered why you both
vanished while helping me
pick my potatoes.”
Everyone nodded and
chuckled at his words but
soon there was an awkward
silence.
“We called Aronia and

Campaign Coordinators,
Principals, Directors, Professional Staff and School
District Employees in Hidalgo and Starr Counties.
Along with the Golden
Apple Award recipients
mentioned above, the following school districts
— from Mercedes ISD to
Roma ISD — ran successful campaigns to beneﬁt over 225,000 residents:
Edcouch-Elsa ISD, Mercedes ISD, Mission CISD,
Monte Alto ISD, Sharyland
ISD, South Texas ISD, Valley View ISD, Region One,
Rio Grande City CISD and
Roma ISD.
Their contributions represented 21% of United
Way’s entire campaign.
The board applauds their
generosity and their daily
commitment and dedication to the wellbeing and
success of our students.

It’s most likely not as good
as mine, but I would love
to…”
“Twix!” Old Man
interrupted the girl’s
raving.
“Sorry. People say I talk
way too much. What’s your
name?” Twix was calmer.
“She’s Mary and my
name’s Forest,” Forest
answered.
“THE MARY? I heard
so much about you from
Linda. You know, Sylvia’s
mom. I still can’t believe
Linda married a human
and decided to live in your
world. I mean, she did fall
in love so that’s a plus. I
could never give up being
a nature spirit. I’d miss it
too much, but sometimes
I hear stories from my
friends about places like
Paris. I would so love to live
there. I mean it’s the city
of love, how could you get
anything better than…”
“Twix!” Old Man once
again had to interrupt the
girl’s ranting.
“Sorry.” Twix apologized.
Old Man began lecturing
the girl to stop ranting
and running on, but Mary
wasn’t paying attention.
She was caught completely
off guard by what the girl
had said.
Sylvia’s mom used to be a
nature spirit.
Sara Neal is a 2020 high
school graduate and a future student at the University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh.
She spends her free time
reading, writing, learning
sign language and participating on her high school
varsity wrestling team. She
is currently
writing her ﬁrst
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novel while writing short
stories and fanﬁctions she

