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WASHINGTON — U.S. 
House Republicans from 
Texas served notice Thurs-
day they plan to take the lead 
on border security in the 
coming Congress.

They unveiled a frame-
work that includes packag-
ing a long list of bills they and 
GOP colleagues have intro-
duced across four categories: 
bolstering physical barriers 
along the southwest border, 
restoring Trump-era poli-
cies that turned away more 
migrants, tightening interior 
enforcement and attacking 
the criminal organizations 
responsible for cross-border 
drug running and human 
traffi cking.

Every current and incom-

ing House Republican from 
Texas has signed on to the 
framework, with the excep-
tion of Rep. Tony Gonzales, R-
San Antonio, and most turned 
up for a Thursday news con-
ference to promote it.

With the U.S. Capitol as a 
backdrop, the group blasted 
President Joe Biden’s han-
dling of the border.

“We’re here to speak as 
one voice for the great state 
of Texas,” said Rep. Jodey Ar-
rington, R-Lubbock, empha-
sizing that those back home 
expect lawmakers to act. “We 
are going to do everything ... 
in our power to make sure 
we change the posture and 
policies that are in place to-
day, which have created this 
chaos.”

BY FRANCISCO E. JIMENEZ
STAFF WRITER

MERCEDES — The Her-
nandez family sat together 
on one of the two brown 
couches inside the otherwise 
empty living room, save for a 
small fan near the far end of 
the room.

The walls are bare, serving 
as a reminder of the sacrifi ces 
made by Olga and her chil-
dren to make ends meet — a 
seemingly uphill battle both 
economically and healthwise.

Olga, a single mother of 
four, fi nds it diffi cult to be 
around at all times due to a 
fl uctuating work schedule, 
one that sometimes has her 
waking up in the middle of 
the night to go to work. Her 
shift at a Stripes convenience 
store sometimes begins at 3 

a.m.
With her eldest daughter 

attending school, Olga has 
had to rely on her eldest son, 
17-year-old Alan Borjas, an 

11th grader at Mercedes High 
School. He has assumed re-
sponsibility over his younger 
siblings, 12-year-old Dulce 
Maria Lopez and seven-year-

old Edwin Lopez, and some-
times assumed the role of 
caretaker for his mother.

“I’m always the one asking 
them how school was and, 
‘What did they learn today? 
Do they need help with any-
thing?’” Alan said. “I’ve been 
called an uncle, a dad, and 
pretty much a brother. I really 
care for my family.”

Those responsibilities have 
sometimes interfered with 
his own education, resulting 
in him missing school some-
times to be there for his family.

“My mom is really hard-
working and sometimes she 
really needs to stay at home 
and I need to be around her 
in case she needs anything,” 
he said. “I’m just here to sup-
port them.”

Coming home
WNBA star freed 
from Russia in one-
for-one swap for 
arms dealer.
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Hoops happenings
PSJA North faced La 
Feria at the C.E. Vail boys 
basketball tournament.
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Gate nixed
after agent’s
death, other
accidents
BY DINA ARÉVALO
STAFF WRITER

MISSION — Just one day af-
ter U.S. Border Patrol agent Raul
Gonzalez Jr. died when his ATV 
collided with a steel gate here, 
that gate — which caused two
previous accidents and prompt-
ed safety concerns from locals
as early as fi ve years ago — has
been removed.

“From what we can tell, they 
arrived and initiated the removal
around 5 p.m. after we closed 
(Wednesday)” Marianna Treviño 
Wright, executive director of the 
butterfl y center, said Thursday.

South Texas Health 
Systems celebrates 
‘Level I trauma’ 
designation
BY DINA ARÉVALO
STAFF WRITER

McALLEN — One of the Rio 
Grande Valley’s largest hospital 
systems celebrated a new mile-
stone Thursday.

STHS McAllen, the 441-bed 
hospital located just off of Ex-
pressway 83, recently became 
the second hospital in the Valley 
to earn a Level I trauma center 
designation by the Texas De-
partment of State Health Ser-
vices.

It was a designation years in 
the making, according to hospi-
tal offi cials.

That designation is the high-
est a hospital can achieve and
means that it is equipped to han-
dle the worst emergency medical
crises a patient can face.

“There were insurmountable 
challenges that we could not fi g-
ure out how to get this done to 
achieve this,” STHS CEO Todd 
Mann said during a celebra-
tion held in front of the hospital 
Thursday morning.

He credited the dedicated 
work of Dr. Carlos H. Palacio, 
the director of research for the 
hospital’s trauma program, for 
coming up with innovative solu-
tions to help STHS earn the des-
ignation.

Texas Republicans seek to steer border security debate

Jacquelyn Martin | AP
Rep. Michael McCaul, R-Texas, adjusts his collar Nov. 15 on the way to voting for 
the top House Republican leadership positions, on Capitol Hill in Washington. 

Photos by Joel Martinez | jmartinez@themonitor.com
Olga Hernandez holds back tears as she speaks are their hardships at her home on Friday, Dec. 2, 2022, in Mercedes. 

Alan Borjas, 17, speaks about his responsibilities at his home on 
Friday, Dec. 2, 2022, in Mercedes. 

Delcia Lopez | dlopez@themonitor.com)
Border Patrol agents walk past the 
area where an agent died when his 
ATV crashed into the guard rail on 
Thursday Dec. 8, 2022, in Mission. 
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Olga can’t help but 
beam about her son.

“He’s very smart. The 
principal said Alan is very 
smart and if everyone was 
as bright as he is, it would 
be a better school,” his 
mother boasted. “He does 
that kind of work easily.”

Alan said he hopes to 
attend the University of 
Texas Rio Grande Valley 
after he graduates from 
high school. He has yet to 
decide on a career path, 
but he is leaning toward 
electrical or mechanical 
engineering.

“I really want to go to 
UTRGV. I’ve visited there 
like four times already, 
and stuff has been re-
ally interesting,” he said. 
“I just want to earn a lot 
of money so that I can 
have enough to give and 
enough to keep.”

When asked about the 
type of responsibilities a 
17-year-old could assume
that may affect his educa-
tion, Alan said that it’s a
sacrifi ce that he is willing
to make.

“It’s life. We don’t really 
know what things could 
happen,” Alan said. “I’m 
the one that needs to take 
it because sometimes I 
do really good in school. I 
prefer to be the one to stay 

if they need my help from 
home. I’ll make the sacri-
fi ce.”

He has found himself 
in such situations more 
times than one might 
consider. Roughly three 
months ago, his mother 
was forced to undergo a 
surgical operation to re-
move a cyst from her left 
eye.

She went to a local doc-
tor and an eye doctor, but 
she was not given any an-
swers to what was caus-
ing her eye to become in-
fl amed.

After paying several 
doctor fees and spend-
ing multiple days at home 
after she was advised to 
keep her eye away from 

hot places, she decided 
to go to Mexico where she
underwent surgery to re-
move the cyst.

Then came the recovery 
process, which forced her 
to miss additional time
from work. She said that 
she was fortunate to keep
her job, but the time off
made her fall behind on
payments.

“When you get behind, 
you get really behind. 
When you have a problem,
you have a lot more prob-
lems,” she said. “When it
rains, it pours.”

She sold a TV that used 
to be in the living room,
which provided some 
temporary relief, but she 
was still behind on her
rent and light and water 
bills.

With all hope seemingly 
lost, Olga turned to her
faith.

“One night when I was 
up real late around 2 a.m. 
I felt so desperate. ‘God, I 
feel alone,’” she recalled,
her voice breaking as she
recounted that night. “You 
feel alone at that time, like
you have no one.

“I told God, ‘I feel like 
I can’t anymore. I don’t 
know what I’m going to
do.’”

Six hours later, she got a 
phone call.

“Ms. Hernandez, you 
were nominated for this 
program,” the message on 
her phone said, referring
to United Way’s Spirit of
Christmas.

“This was God,” Olga 
said. “This wasn’t a coin-
cidence to me, because I 
had just been praying.”

To help, call the United 
Way of South Texas at 
(956) 686-6331 and in-
quire about this family
and the Spirit of Christ-
mas campaign. The Moni-
tor has partnered with the
United Way of South Texas
to garner support for Rio
Grande Valley families in
need of monetary dona-
tions, or other items and
gifts specifi ed in this story.
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Left to right, Alan Borjas, 17, Olga Hernandez, Dulce Lopez, 12, 
and Edmond, 7, sit on the couch in their home on Friday, Dec. 2, 
2022, in Mercedes. 

A small sampling of the 
Republican bills included 
in their package:

– Irving Rep. Beth Van 
Duyne would transfer 
State Department money 
for South American mi-
gration assistance to the 
border patrol.

– Sherman Rep. Pat Fal-
lon would use Pentagon 
funding to reimburse 
the state of Texas for Gov. 
Greg Abbott’s immigra-
tion-and-drugs dragnet 
at the southern border.

– Austin Rep. Chip Roy 
would require at least 700 
miles of navigable roads 
along the border to help 
federal agents patrol the 
area.

– Round Rock Rep.
John Carter would punish 
those fraudulently claim-
ing asylum status with up 
to 10 years in prison.

Texas has the largest 
group of House Republi-
cans of any state and sev-
eral are expected to hold 
key positions in the 118th 
Congress.

Rep. Kay Granger, R-
Fort Worth, is in line to 
take over the powerful 
Appropriations Com-
mittee, while Rep. Dan 
Crenshaw, R-Houston, is 
gunning for the Home-
land Security Committee, 
which is likely to handle 
many border-related 
bills.

Crenshaw said even 
with a narrow majority, 
Republicans should be 
able to move border-re-
lated legislation because 
it’s a unifying issue for 
them, and he suggested 
Democrats might sup-
port proposals aimed at 
combatting criminal car-

tels.
Rep. Michael McCaul, 

R-Austin, set to take over 
as House Foreign Affairs 
Committee chairman, 
said he plans to visit Mex-
ico and Central America 
to discuss political asy-
lum agreements.

McCaul also touted 
the Trump administra-
tion’s Migrant Protection 
Protocols, informally 
known as the “remain in 
Mexico” policy, which he 
said were effective before 
Biden ditched them.

“It was working, and 
just because it had 
Trump’s name on it, they 
rescinded it on day one,”
McCaul said.

Critics say those Trump 
policies made it virtually 
impossible for migrants 
to pursue their claims in 
court and put them in 
danger as they waited in 
camps rife with violence.

Republicans have 
strongly criticized Presi-
dent Joe Biden after he 
recently was asked by a 
reporter why he wasn’t 
visiting the border dur-
ing a trip to Arizona and 
he answered “because 
there are more important 
things going on.”

In a statement, White 
House Assistant Press 
Secretary Abdullah Hasan 
said Biden has been clear 
the economy is his prior-
ity and cited analysis that 
most Americans consider 
the economy their top is-
sue as well.

“If anyone believes that 
shouldn’t be the Presi-
dent’s top priority, too, 
they should say that out 
loud,” Hasan said. “Of 
course, the president 
is also taking action to 
secure our border and 
build a fair, orderly, and 

humane immigration 
system.”

Hasan said Biden has 
secured substantial fund-
ing for the Department 
of Homeland Security, 
proposed comprehensive 
immigration reform and 
brought world leaders to-
gether to manage migra-
tion challenges.

“President Biden is fo-
cused on real solutions, 
not political stunts,” 
Hasan said. “And if bor-
der security is such a top 
priority for Republican 
offi cials, voting against 
President Biden’s request 
for record funding for the 
Department of Home-
land Security is an odd 
way to show it.”

Texas Republicans at 
Thursday’s news confer-
ence objected to White 
House statements about 
Republican “stunts” and 
pointed to their many 
border-related bills as 
evidence they’re seeking 
real solutions.

Rep. Michael Burgess, 
R-Pilot Point, said he’s 
never seen the situa-
tion at the border so bad 
and predicted it will get 
worse.

“But I’ve also never 
seen the Texas delegation 
so united on this issue,” 
Burgess said. “We have 
the plan. If the adminis-
tration won’t solve this, 
we will.”

Whatever House Re-
publicans are able to 
pass, however, will run 
into the Senate, con-
trolled by Democrats, 
and its 60-vote threshold 
for breaking fi libusters.

Sen. John Cornyn, R-
Texas, cited that basic 
math problem during a 
Thursday call with home-
state reporters.
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BY MARY CLARE JALONICK
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — The 
House gave fi nal approval 
Thursday to legislation 
protecting same-sex mar-
riages, a monumental step 
in a decadeslong battle 
for nationwide recogni-
tion that refl ects a stark 
turnaround in societal at-
titudes.

President Joe Biden has 
said he will promptly sign 
the measure, which re-
quires all states to recog-
nize same-sex marriages. 
It is a relief for hundreds 
of thousands of couples 
who have married since 
the Supreme Court's 2015 
decision that legalized 
those marriages and have 
worried about what would 
happen if the ruling were
overturned.

In a statement after the 
vote, Biden called the leg-
islation a "critical step to 
ensure that Americans 
have the right to marry 
the person they love." He
said the legislation pro-
vides "hope and dignity to 
millions of young people 
across this country who 
can grow up knowing that 
their government will rec-
ognize and respect the 

families they build."
The bipartisan legisla-

tion, which passed 258-
169 with 39 Republican 
votes, would also protect 
interracial unions by re-
quiring states to recognize 
legal marriages regardless 
of "sex, race, ethnicity, 
or national origin." After 
months of negotiations, 
the Senate passed the bill 
last week with 12 Republi-
can votes.

Democrats moved the 
bill quickly through the 
House and Senate after 
the Supreme Court's de-

cision in June that over-
turned the federal right to
an abortion — including a
concurring opinion from 
Justice Clarence Thomas 
that suggested the 2015
Obergefell v. Hodges deci-
sion legalizing same-sex
marriage could also be re-
considered.

While many Republi-
cans predicted that was 
unlikely to happen, and
said the bill was unnec-
essary, Democrats and 
GOP supporters of the bill
said it shouldn't be left to
chance.

Bill protecting same-sex, interracial 
unions clears Congress; heads to Biden

Andrew Harnik | AP
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi of Calif., accompanied by Senate 
Majority Leader Sen. Chuck Schumer of N.Y., center left, and 
other members of congress, signs the H.R. 8404, the Respect 
For Marriage Act, on Capitol Hill on Thursday in Washington.


