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We at AIM Media stand 
with the Ukrainian 

people to support their 
freedom & sovereignty.

Please visit www.
aimmediacares.com

PEACE FOR
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BY ACACIA CORONADO 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

AUSTIN — Texas’ top elec-
tions official resigned Monday 
after an intense year of trying 
to reassure election skeptics, 
navigating the rocky launch of 
new voting laws that resulted 
in thousands of discarded mail 
ballots and overseeing a limited 
audit of the 2020 election.

Secretary of State John Scott, 
who was appointed by Repub-
lican Gov. Greg Abbott, came 
under immediate scrutiny from 
the moment he took the job in 
October 2021. He was briefly 
part of former President Don-
ald Trump’s legal team that 
challenged the results of the 
2020 election but said upon 

taking the job in Texas that he 
did not dispute that President 
Joe Biden was the winner.

Right away, Scott was tasked 
with trying to give Texas vot-
ers confidence about election 
results and the ability to cast a 
ballot after Republicans passed 
a sweeping new voting law just 
weeks before his appointment. 
But those efforts got off to a 
bumpy start during Texas’ first-
in-the-nation primary as voters 
struggled to navigate new mail 
voting requirements, resulting 
in counties throwing out nearly 
23,000 mail ballots.

In the November elections, 
the rate of rejected ballots had 
returned to more normal levels, 

BY VALERIE GONZALEZ
STAFF WRITER

A mostly wooden-frame 
home sprung from the finds 
by the patriarch of the Gon-
zalez family, a scrap collec-
tor, provides shelter for three 
families, three generations in 
all. It’s an intimacy cherished, 
not resented.

Marisela Gonzalez, 43, lives 
with her husband, who’s also 
43, her in-laws in their 60s, 
her children ranging from 
ages 8 through 22, and the el-
dest son’s wife.

The small house in Mis-
sion grew by additions made 
slowly over the years, though 
the pace can’t seem to keep 
up with the family’s growth.

Gonzalez’s youngest, 
Debora, sleeps with her par-
ents on a mattress the father 

found during one of his dai-
ly treks searching for scrap 
metal or used furniture they 
resell as part of their liveli-
hood. A twin bed, where the 

12-year-old boy sleeps, was 
squeezed between a wall and 
abutted the mattress.

Debora likes to wake up 
early with her grandmother 

who sleeps in a room across 
from her parents’ bedroom. 
Marisela said she likes to 
check on her grandmother, 
who suffers from liver prob-
lems prompted by diabetes, 
constantly.

“Debora went to the bath-
room door and knocked 
asking, ‘are you feeling OK, 
grandma?’” Marisela said, a 
common occurrence.

In a room adjoined to the 
grandparents’ bedroom and 
separated by a curtain is a 
drafty addition decorated by 
the touch of a young, aspir-
ing student nursing a dream.

A poster is pinned in the 
corner of Merari Gonzalez’s 
room, with a list: graduate, 
soccer, music, travel, food, 
own a company, go see sun-
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Anti-drunk 
driving campaign 
urges to
‘Drive Sober’
BY RICK KELLEY
STAFF WRITER

Nearly one in four fatal holiday 
season traffic accidents are DUI-
involved crashes, and TxDOT 
is kicking off its “Drive Sober.
No Regrets” campaign to raise 
awareness of the danger.

According to TxDOT, last year 
Texas saw 48,641 traffic crashes 
occur during the holiday season
from Dec. 1 through Jan. 2.

In those accidents, 433 people 
were killed and another 1,695 
suffered serious injuries.

“With everything going on in 
the world these past few years,
we want everyone to be able to 
celebrate this joyous time of year 
without the tragic consequences 
of drinking and driving,” said 
TxDOT Executive Director Marc 
Williams. “Get together with 
family and friends and have a
great time, but please find an

Texas’ top election official resigns after midterms

BY RICK KELLEY
STAFF WRITER

TxDOT officials have an-
nounced they are making around
$250 million available to com-
munities to make travel safer for 
pedestrians and bicyclists.

This federal funding, for which
communities will have to apply, 
will go toward sidewalks, bike
lanes, shared-use paths and oth-
er projects to enhance walking 
and biking transportation.

“Making it safer and easier to 
walk and bike is an important
part of our mission of ‘Connect-
ing You with Texas,’” TxDOT 
Transportation Commissioner 
Robert “Robie” Vaughn said. “I’m 
thrilled to see this increase in
funding that’ll help communities
build impactful improvements 
for its citizens.

“As a jogger and cyclist myself, 
I know the value these enhance-
ments can bring to help Texans 
get to work, run errands, and en-
joy the beautiful Texas outdoors,” 
he added.

The number of pedestrians
and cyclists killed on Texas high-
ways has been rising for several 
years, with pedestrian fatalities 

TxDOT sets
$250M for
pedestrian,
bike safety

Eric Gay | AP
Texas Secretary of State John B. Scott talks about the upcoming election on 
Feb. 10 in Austin. 
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Marisela Gonzalez stands outside her home on Friday, Dec. 2, 2022, in Mission. 

Marisela Gonzalez stands inside her home on Friday, Dec. 2, 2022, in 
Mission.
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sets. The 17-year-old is 
on track to finish her first 
goal in May.

“She uses this heater,” 
Marisela Gonzalez, Mera-
ri’s mom, said, pointing 
to a small space heater on 
the floor. “They gave it to 
us about 11 years ago.”

Merari slept late that 
Thursday, at 3 a.m. fin-
ishing her anatomy and 
physiology homework, a 
project on Myotonia, us-
ing a borrowed computer 
before having to wake up 
and be at school by 8 a.m.

“I may not know a lot, 
but I’m working hard,” 
Marisela said, recalling 
the words of her studi-
ous daughter. “I tell her if 
you want to go up north 
to study, go do that. Go 
study. Start opening up a 
new path for yourself.”

The young teenager 
is weighing her options. 
Merari is between becom-
ing a civil engineer or a 
graphic designer, but con-
siders the cost of a four-
year degree compared to a 
shorter one.

All along, Marisela en-
courages her to strive for 
her goals.

“I tell my daughter, I 
can’t help you with much, 
maybe a little with sup-
port,” Marisela said, re-
calling conversations she’s 
had with Merari. “If you 
want to sell something, 
I can help you with that, 
so you can find the career 
you want. Dreams will 
cost you.”

Marisela herself was un-
able to get a high school 
education due to her 
family’s financial circum-
stances, but she’s worked 

hard to help her children 
excel academically de-
spite her shortcomings.

As an adult, Marisela, a 
native Spanish-speaker, 
borrowed books from her 
brother who was a teacher 
in Mexico. Over persis-
tent, independent study, 
she learned how to read 
and understand English, 
though she is unable to 
speak it.

When her oldest son 
was born, she set out to 
ensure he would be bilin-
gual. By using a Spanish-
English dictionary and a 
stern hand, her eldest now 
speaks fluently in both 
languages. Now, Marisela 
is trying to read up on 
scholarship opportunities 
she comes across on news 
broadcasts or online for 
Merari.

The mother’s strong will 
serves as a guiding light to 
her family in other ways, 
too.

Marisela is working 
to remodel a part of her 
home to convert it into a 
bedroom for the children. 
Walls were broken, a toilet 
pulled out, and with the 
addition of a new wall, 
a hallway-turned-closet 
might soon become the 
new room where Marisela 
plans to move in a bunk 
bed her husband found 
along with Merari’s bed.

The process is time-
consuming and costly. 
Marisela does a little bit 
at a time, as she has to 
wait for her husband to 
help her move some of the 
heavier pieces.

Her husband and her fa-
ther-in-law wake up early 
to drive around Mission 
and northwestern Hidalgo 
County looking for things 
they can sell like old water 

heater tanks, headboards, 
sinks, tables, desks, or 
even Christmas trees like 
one the family had in their 
backyard last Thursday.

Marisela and her family 
will sell their wares at the 
pulga or even at road in-
tersections to help make 
ends meet.

The Gonzalezes are re-
sourceful and keep chick-
ens, cats, dogs and even 
pigs in their backyard. 
The chickens that roam 
the yard will soon begin 
to start laying eggs again, 
while the small dogs 
wander about guarding 
the entrance from stray 
animals that threaten to 
harm the poultry or dam-
age the merchandise.

But even those tiny 
mouths have become a 
challenge to feed, and 
Marisela is considering 
whether it may be best to 
send them to the animal 
shelter.

With winter upon the Val-
ley, Marisela prioritizes the 
well-being of her children 
who are in need of warm 
clothing and her mother-
in-law, whose wheelchair 
needs replacing.

Although her fam-
ily may be struggling now, 
Marisela said she will con-
tinue working to create 
a brighter future for her 
children.

To help, call the United 
Way of South Texas at 
(956) 686-6331 and in-
quire about this family 
and the Spirit of Christ-
mas campaign. The Moni-
tor has partnered with the 
United Way of South Texas 
to garner support for Rio 
Grande Valley families in 
need of monetary dona-
tions, or other items and 
gifts specified in this story.

LOVE RESIDES 

and Scott’s office said 
there were no major issues 
surrounding the election.

“By listening directly 
to the concerns of local 
election officials, voters, 
and grassroots activists 
from across the political 
spectrum, I was able to 
understand how to bet-
ter educate Texas voters 
about their most sacred 
civic duty,” Scott said in 
his resignation letter.

Scott said he will return 
to private legal practice. 
His successor will be cho-
sen by Abbott, who was 
reelected to a third term in 
November.

In September, ahead of 
this year’s midterm elec-
tion, Scott told The Asso-
ciated Press that his office 
regularly received threats, 
had heard from many Tex-
ans concerned about elec-
tion integrity and was in 
contact with local election 
officials receiving similar 
messages.

Scott’s role also touched 
on border security this 
year as his office aided 
in the governor’s nego-
tiations with neighboring 
Mexican states as part of 
Abbott’s efforts to curb im-
migration. This came after 
Abbott issued a directive 
earlier this year to inspect 
all commercial vehicles 
crossing through multiple 
checkpoints across the 
border, causing extended 
delays and the shutdown 
of some of the world’s bus-
iest trade bridges.

OFFICIAL 

Minnesota town drops Texas-
style anti-abortion lawsuit plan
BY STEVE KARNOWSKI 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

MINNEAPOLIS — A 
Minnesota town has 
backed away from a pro-
posal to let people sue 
abortion providers, in-
cluding organizations 
that provide abortion 
drugs by mail, after the 
state’s attorney general 
warned that the plan was 
unconstitutional.

The retiring state law-
maker behind the pro-
posal said Monday that 
he’s not giving up despite 
the unanimous vote by 
the Prinsburg City Coun-
cil on Friday to drop the 
idea. It’s similar to a Texas 
law that deputizes private 
citizens to sue abortion 
providers or anyone who 
helps someone get an 
abortion.

Republican Rep. Tim 
Miller told The Associated 
Press that he still thinks 
the proposal is constitu-
tional despite what Dem-
ocratic Attorney General 
Keith Ellison says. Miller 
said he and other sup-
porters of the idea will try 
to enact it in other rural 
Minnesota communities, 
though he declined to 
name them.

“We are definitely mov-
ing forward,” Miller said, 
adding that he thinks 
it could even come up 
again in Prinsburg, Mill-
er’s western Minnesota 
hometown of about 500 
people where he first pro-
posed the idea last month. 

Miller, who was first elect-
ed in 2014, has said he did 
not seek reelection so he 
could focus on the anti-
abortion movement.

Ellison has made it clear 
that he would sue to block 
any community that 
tries to enforce such an
ordinance.

“Any municipal ordi-
nance which limits the 
fundamental rights of 
pregnant Minnesotans 
to receive an abortion is 
unconstitutional,” Ellison 
said last month in a let-
ter to Prinsburg Mayor 
Roger Ahrenholz, noting 
that the Minnesota Su-
preme Court recognized 
abortion rights under the 
state constitution in 1995. 
“No city in Minnesota has 
the power to restrict the 
right to abortion or enact 
conflicting regulations on 
health care providers.”

With little discussion, 
the City Council voted 
Friday against further 
consideration of Miller’s 
proposal after Ahrenholz 
told members that the city 
had been provided with 
no case law or other legal 
authority to rebut the at-
torney general’s warning, 
according to video of the 
meeting from KARE-TV.

“In reaching its deci-
sion, the council took into 
account the position of 
the Minnesota Attorney 
General and its City At-
torney stating that pro-
visions described in the 
ordinance are unconsti-
tutional and not within 
the legal authority of the 
city to enact,” officials lat-
er said on the city’s web-
site. “The council plans 
no further discussion or 
comment regarding the 
proposed ordinance.”

John Autey | Pioneer Press via AP
In this May 27, 2020, fi le photo, Minnesota Attorney General 
Keith Ellison answers questions during a news conference in St. 
Paul, Minn. Trial for Fort Worth officer who 

killed Black woman hinges on gun
BY JAKE BLEIBERG 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

FORT WORTH — Ata-
tiana Jefferson was holding 
a gun but never raised it to 
point at the white police 
officer who fatally shot her 
through a rear window of 
her Texas home, the Black 
woman’s 11-year-old neph-
ew testified at the officer’s 
murder trial Monday. De-
fense attorneys contended 
that the child said other-
wise immediately after the 
shooting.

The child’s testimony 
touched on an issue at the 
heart of the long-delayed 
case charging Aaron Dean 
with Jefferson’s killing: 
whether the Fort Worth of-
ficer saw Jefferson’s gun be-
fore he shot her.

Dean quit and was 
charged with murder 
two days after killing the 
28-year-old while respond-
ing to a call about an open 
front door on Oct. 12, 2019.

Body-camera footage 
showed that neither Dean 
nor the other responding 
officer identified them-
selves as police at the 
house. Dean’s attorney, 
Miles Brissette, said the 
officer opened fire after 
seeing the silhouette of 
Jefferson with a gun in the 
window and a green laser 
sight pointed at him. Pros-
ecutors told the jurors that 
the evidence would show 
otherwise.

That night, Jefferson was 
playing video games with 
her nephew, Zion Carr, who 
told a court Monday that 
his aunt pulled out a gun 
after hearing suspicious 
noises behind the house. 
Zion, then 8, said the gun 

was only ever pointed 
“down” but he acknowl-
edged not remembering 
parts of what happened.

“She just held it next to 
her side, she just like, she 
didn’t point it up, she just 
kept it next to her,” he told 
prosecutors, who said the 
child previously said his 
aunt had pulled the gun up 
“a little bit.”

On cross-examination 
in the overflowing court-
room, Dean’s defense said 
Zion told a specialized in-
terviewer in a recorded ses-
sion after the shooting that 
Jefferson had raised the 
gun. The child denied this.

In 2019, the case was 
unusual for the relative 
speed with which, amid 
public outrage, the Fort 
Worth Police Department 
released the video and ar-
rested Dean. Since then, it 
has been repeatedly post-
poned amid lawyerly wran-
gling, the terminal illness 
of Dean’s lead attorney and 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

By contrast, former Min-
neapolis police officer Der-
ek Chauvin went on trial 
and was convicted of mur-
dering George Floyd more 
than 1 1/2 years ago. Floyd 
was killed seven months 
after Jefferson, in a case 
that sparked global pro-
tests over racial injustice.

Dean, who has pleaded 
not guilty, has been free 
on $200,000 bond. Now 38, 
he is charged with killing 
Jefferson after a neighbor 
called a nonemergency 
police line to report that 
the front door to Jefferson’s 
home was open.

Bodycam video showed 
Dean approaching the 
door of the home where 

Jefferson was caring for her
nephew. He then walked
around the side of the
house, pushed through a 
gate into the fenced-off
backyard and fired through
the glass a split-second af-
ter shouting at Jefferson,
who was inside, to show
her hands.

Assistant District At-
torney Ashlea Deener said
during opening statements
that Jefferson believed the
officers were intruders.
Dean opened fire without
giving her time to comply
with commands and never 
said he saw a gun, Deener 
said, adding “the evidence 
will support, he did not see
the gun in her hands.”

The home’s front and 
side doors were open to
vent smoke from ham-
burgers that Zion said
he burned while cooking
with Jefferson. The child
later recalled his aunt fall-
ing to the floor, crying and
shaking.

“I was thinking: Is it a
dream?” he said.

At one point, District
Judge George Gallagher
stopped Zion’s testimony 
and asked a woman to 
leave the courtroom, say-
ing she’d been gesturing to
the child.

Brissette argued that
the officers were follow-
ing protocol in treating 
the call as a potential bur-
glary. He said they saw a
living room that appeared
to have been “ransacked” 
and circled the house
looking for signs of forced
entry. Brissette said evi-
dence would show the 
officer’s actions were rea-
sonable and the shooting
was “a tragic accident.”

Amanda McCoy | Star-Telegram via AP
Aaron Dean arrives to the 396th District Court in Fort Worth on Monday in Fort Worth for the fi rst 
day of his trial in the murder of Atatiana Jefferson. 
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