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people to support their 
freedom & sovereignty.
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BY MARK SHERMAN 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — The Su-
preme Court is about to con-
front a new elections case, a 
Republican-led challenge ask-
ing the justices for a novel rul-
ing that could significantly 
increase the power of state law-
makers over elections for Con-
gress and the presidency.

The court is set to hear ar-
guments Wednesday in a case 
from North Carolina, where 
Republican efforts to draw 
congressional districts heavily 
in their favor were blocked by 
a Democratic majority on the 
state Supreme Court because 
the GOP map violated the state 
constitution.

A court-drawn map pro-
duced seven seats for each 
party in last month’s midterm 
elections in highly competitive 
North Carolina.

The question for the justices 
is whether the U.S. Constitu-
tion’s provision giving state leg-
islatures the power to make the 
rules about the “times, places 
and manner” of congressional 
elections cuts state courts out 
of the process.

“This is the single most im-
portant case on American de-
mocracy — and for American 
democracy — in the nation’s 
history,” said former federal 
judge Michael Luttig, a promi-
nent conservative who has 

BY XAVIER ALVAREZ
STAFF WRITER

EDINBURG — To the av-
erage person, Alma Rebol-
lar’s 7-year-old son looks like 
your everyday kid who enjoys 
playing baseball and running 
at the park, but behind closed 
doors, the child follows a 
strict regime to keep his ill-
ness in check.

Jose Angel Rebollar was di-
agnosed with Type 1 diabetes 
when he was only a year old, 
and when it was discovered, 
Alma, 38, spent days at the 
hospital as the nurses taught 
her everything there is to 
know when taking care of a 
child with diabetes.

“I knew stronger forms of 
diabetes existed like Type 2 
but I didn’t know about Type 
1,” Alma said in Spanish. 
“It was difficult learning so 

much. It was very difficult for 
us because it was something 
new to us.

“Because at the hospi-
tal, they weren’t going to let 
me leave until I understood
everything.”

Alma learned how to in-
ject Jose Angel with insulin, 
check his blood sugar levels 
and how to prepare his food, 
which comes in strict por-
tions by counting carbohy-
drates. It can look like a little 
bit of chicken, milk, fruit and 
one tortilla.

Jose Angel can only have 
45 carbs in each meal which 
sometimes leaves him hun-
gry for more food.

Alma says her son is very 
good about not eating sweets 
given to him at school. She 
said he usually stuffs the

Helping Jose Angel

Christmas too costly for Edinburg family 
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Intel chief
cautiously
optimistic
for Ukraine
BY JAMEY KEATEN
AND NOMAAN MERCHANT
ASSOCIATED PRESS

KYIV, Ukraine — The head of
U.S. intelligence says fighting in
Russia’s war in Ukraine is run-
ning at a “reduced tempo” and 
suggests Ukrainian forces could
have brighter prospects in com-
ing months.

Avril Haines alluded to past al-
legations by some that Russian 
President Vladimir Putin’s advis-
ers could be shielding him from 
bad news — for Russia — about 
war developments, and said he
“is becoming more informed of
the challenges that the military 
faces in Russia.”

“But it’s still not clear to us 
that he has a full picture of at

Supreme Court weighs ‘most important case’

BY STEVE CLARK
STAFF WRITER

With SpaceX’s incident-free, 
static-fire test of 11 of a Super 
Heavy booster’s 33 rocket en-
gines at Boca Chica/Starbase
on Nov. 29, the company moved
a step closer toward attempt-
ing the first orbital launch of
Starship.

The engines were lit on Super
Heavy BN7 early Tuesday after-
noon for roughly 13 seconds, 
longer than the static-fire test of 
14 of the booster’s engines on 
Nov. 14 and the longest duration 
for a Super Heavy prototype stat-
ic-fire test to date.

SpaceX’s billionaire founder 
and CEO Elon Musk tweeted on
Nov. 15 that the next test would 
involve 20 seconds, give or take, 
of some number of engines “fir-
ing with max oxygen fill to test
autogenous pressurization, pos-
sibly one more static fire, then 
orbital launch attempt.”

The Nov. 29 test may have been 
the autogenous pressurization
test.

SpaceX
closer to
orbital
launch

Photos by Joel Martinez | jmartinez@themonitor.com
Jose Angel Rebollar sits in his living room at his home on Wednesday, Nov. 30, 2022, in Edinburg. 

Jose Angel Rebollar walks into his home on Wednesday, Nov. 30, 2022, 
in Edinburg.

Patrick Semansky | Associated Press
Light illuminates part of the Supreme Court building at dusk on Capitol Hill in 
Washington, Nov. 16. 
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candy into his pocket and 
asks her permission be-
fore eating a sweet.

She also volunteers 
at her son’s elementary 
school in order to keep 
a close eye on him. It is 
within walking distance 
from where they currently 
live.

Jose Angel also has two 
older brothers, Yair and 
Jose Luis, who Alma says 
have refused to help their 
little brother only due to 
their fear of needles.

But his older sister, 
11-year-old Elizabeth, has 
already begun learning 
how to check her brother’s 
blood sugar and how to 
inject his insulin.

“They say it’s important 
that every family member 
learns how to look after 
Jose Angel,” Alma said. 
“Because if one person 
can’t do it, then someone 
else could.”

Alma’s husband, Jose 
Luis Segura, 40, who works 
as a handyman on a ranch 
and cuts yards, also learned 
how to care for Jose Angel 
when he was diagnosed 

over five years ago.
Jose Luis Segura is the 

sole breadwinner in the 
family and though Alma 
says Jose Angel’s insur-
ance covers the cost of in-
sulin, the family is still in 
financial need.

Alma says they’ve lived 
in North Carolina and 
South Carolina as well as 
Florida before finally set-
tling down in Edinburg, 
where they’ve lived for 
about 11 years now.

The family had moved 
often due to Jose Luis Se-
gura’s work.

Jose Angel says he some-
times plays catch with his 
dad but had recently lost 
his baseball at the park.

“I was playing baseball 
and it went into the sew-
er,” Jose Angel said.

Asked if they wanted 
anything for Christmas, 
Jose Angel and his sister 
both wished for new shoes 
though Elizabeth added 
that she would really like 
an Apple iPad.

The family’s home gets 
hot throughout the sum-
mer, especially when 
Alma is cooking food for 
the family, but it also gets 
extremely cold during

the winter.
A small, old air con-

dition unit can be seen 
sticking out from their liv-
ing room window, but it’s 
not enough to cool the en-
tire living space let alone 
their home.

For shoes, Jose An-
gel wears a size 2 in boys 
shoes, and Elizabeth 
wears a size 7 in girls while 
his older brothers wear a 
size 10 and 8 1/2.

For shirts, the older boys 
wear a size XL and L, a size 
M for Elizabeth and Jose 
Angel wears a size 7.

And for pants, both Yair 
and Jose Luis wear a size 
16 while Jose Angel wears 
a size 7 in boy sizes and 
Elizabeth a size 3 in girl 
jeans.

To help, call the United 
Way of South Texas at 
(956) 686-6331 and in-
quire about this family 
and the Spirit of Christ-
mas campaign. The Mon-
itor has partnered with 
the United Way of South 
Texas to garner support 
for Rio Grande Valley 
families in need of mon-
etary donations, or other 
items and gifts specified 
in this story.

JOSE 

joined the legal team de-
fending the North Caro-
lina court decision.

The Republican leaders 
of North Carolina’s legis-
lature told the Supreme 
Court that the Constitu-
tion’s “carefully drawn 
lines place the regulation 
of federal elections in the 
hands of state legislatures, 
Congress and no one else.”

Three conservative jus-
tices already have voiced 
some support for the idea 
that the state court had 
improperly taken powers 
given by the Constitution 
when it comes to federal 
elections. A fourth has 
written approvingly about 
limiting the power of state 
courts in this area.

But the Supreme Court 
has never invoked what is 
known as the independent 
state legislature theory. It 
was, though, mentioned 
in a separate opinion by 
three conservatives in the 
Bush v. Gore case that set-
tled the 2000 presidential 
election.

If the court were to rec-
ognize it now, opponents of 
the concept argue, the ef-
fects could be much broad-
er than just redistricting.

The most robust ruling 
for North Carolina Repub-
licans could undermine 
more than 170 state con-
stitutional provisions, over 
650 state laws delegating 
authority to make election 
policies to state and local 
officials, and thousands 
of regulations down to the 
location of polling places, 
according to the Bren-
nan Center for Justice at 
the New York University 
School of Law.

Luttig, who advised for-
mer Vice President Mike 
Pence that he had no au-
thority to reject electoral 
votes following the 2020 
election, is among several 
prominent conservatives 
and Republicans who have 
lined up against the broad 

assertion that legislatures 
can’t be challenged in state 
courts when they make 
decisions about federal 
elections, including con-
gressional redistricting.

That group includes 
former California Gov. Ar-
nold Schwarzenegger, law 
professor Steven Calabre-
si, a founder of the conser-
vative Federalist Society 
and Benjamin Ginsberg, 
a longtime lawyer for Re-
publican candidates and 
the party.

“Unfortunately, be-
cause of ongoing and 
widespread efforts to sow 
distrust and spread dis-
information, confidence 
in our elections is at a 
low ebb,” Ginsberg wrote 
in a Supreme Court fil-
ing. “The version of the 
independent state legis-
lature theory advanced 
by Petitioners in this case 
threatens to make a bad 
situation much worse, 
exacerbating the current 
moment of political po-
larization and further un-
dermining confidence in 
our elections.”

The arguments are tak-
ing place a day after the 
final contest of the 2022 
midterms, the Georgia 
Senate runoff between 
Democratic Sen. Raphael 
Warnock and Republican 
Herschel Walker.

In that contest, state 
courts ruled in favor of 
Democrats to allow for 
voting on the Saturday be-
fore the election, over the 
objections of Republicans.

Jason Snead, of the con-
servative Honest Elections 
Project, said the case is an 
opportunity for the high 
court to rein in out-of-
control state courts which 
are being pushed by Dem-
ocratic attorneys to ef-
fectively create new rules 
governing voting, includ-
ing the Georgia example.

“We’ve seen a fairly 
pervasive attempt to use 
courts to rewrite election 
laws if those laws don’t 
suit partisan agendas,” 

Snead said in a call with 
reporters. “That’s not 
something we want to see 
when it flies in the face of 
the Constitution.”

He is among propo-
nents of the high court’s 
intervention who argue 
the case doesn’t represent 
“a threat to democracy.”

The justices can instead 
write a narrow opinion that 
places limits on state courts 
without upsetting the 
choices New York and other 
states have made to restrict 
partisan redistricting, a 
group of New York voters 
wrote in a court filing.

The New Yorkers implic-
itly recognize that if the 
court gives more power 
to state legislatures over 
drawing congressional 
lines, Republicans may 
not necessarily benefit.

During the last redis-
tricting cycle, states that 
used independent re-
districting commissions 
rather than legislatures 
were largely Democratic-
dominated ones. Com-
missions drew 95 House 
seats in states with Demo-
cratic legislatures and gov-
ernors, as opposed to only 
12 in states with GOP con-
trol. A ruling that grants 
legislatures ultimate pow-
er over redistricting could 
eradicate those commis-
sions and let Democrats 
redraw a major chunk of 
the House map.

“The bottom line is the 
impact of this fringe theo-
ry would be terrible,” said 
former Attorney General 
Eric Holder, chairman of 
the National Democratic 
Redistricting Committee. 
“It could unleash a wave 
of gerrymandering from 
both parties.”

Even less dramatic 
changes may not neces-
sarily tilt the GOP’s way 
on a national redistrict-
ing map that was essen-
tially fought to a draw, and 
where state court rulings 
cost Democrats about 
as many House seats as
Republicans.

DEMOCRACY 

BY HOPE YEN 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Former 
President Donald Trump 
faced rebuke Sunday from 
officials in both parties after 
calling for the “termination” 
of parts of the Constitution 
over his lie that the 2020 
election was stolen.

Trump, who announced 
last month that he is run-
ning again for president, 
made the claim over the 
weekend on his Truth Social 
media platform.

“A Massive Fraud of this 
type and magnitude allows 
for the termination of all 
rules, regulations, and ar-
ticles, even those found in 

the Constitution,” he wrote. 
“Our great ‘Founders’ did 
not want, and would not 
condone, False & Fraudu-
lent Elections!”

Incoming House Demo-
cratic leader Hakeem Jef-
fries on Sunday described 
Trump’s statement as 
strange and extreme and 
said Republicans will have 
to make a choice whether 
to continue embracing 
Trump’s anti-democratic 
views.

“Republicans are going to 
have to work out their issues 
with the former president 
and decide whether they’re 
going to break from him and 
return to some semblance of 
reasonableness or continue 

to lean in to the extrem-
ism, not just of Trump, but 

Trumpism,” Jeffries said.
Trump, who is the first 

to be impeached twice and 
whose term ended with his 
supporters violently storm-
ing the Capitol in a deadly 
bid to halt the peaceful 
transition of power on Jan. 
6, 2021, faces a escalating 
criminal investigations, in-
cluding several that could 
lead to indictments. They 
include the probe into clas-
sified documents seized by 
the FBI from Mar-a-Lago, 
and ongoing state and fed-
eral inquiries related to ef-
forts to overturn the results 
of the 2020 presidential 
election.

Asked about Trump’s 
comments Sunday, Rep. 
Mike Turner of Ohio, the top 
Republican on the House In-

telligence Committee, said
he “vehemently” disagrees
and “absolutely” condemns
the remarks, saying they
should be a factor as Repub-
licans decide who should 
lead their party in 2024.

“There is a political pro-
cess that has to go forward
before anybody is a front-
runner or anybody is even
the candidate for the par-
ty,” he said. “I believe that
people certainly are going
to take into consideration a 
statement like this as they 
evaluate a candidate.”

Rep.-elect Mike Lawler, R-
N.Y., also objected to the re-
marks, saying it was time to
stop focusing on the “griev-
ances of prior elections.”

Trump rebuked for call to suspend Constitution over election

Rebecca Blackwell | Associated Press
Former President Donald Trump announces a third run for 
president as he speaks at Mar-a-Lago in Palm Beach, Fla., on 
Nov. 15. 

Keep COVID military vaccine 
mandate, defense chief says
BY TARA COPP 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

ABOARD A U.S. MILI-
TARY AIRCRAFT — Defense 
Secretary Lloyd Austin said 
he wants to keep the mili-
tary’s COVID-19 vaccine 
mandate in place to protect 
the health of the troops, as 
Republican governors and 
lawmakers press to rescind 
it.

This past week more 
than 20 Republican gover-
nors sent a letter to Presi-
dent Joe Biden asking that 
the administration remove 
the mandate, saying it 
has hurt the U.S. National 
Guard’s ability to recruit 
troops. Those troops are 
activated by governors to 
respond to natural disas-
ters or unrest.

Congress may consider 
legislation this coming week 
to end the mandate as a re-
quirement to gather enough 
support to pass this years’ 

defense budget, which is al-
ready two months late.

Austin said he would not 
comment on pressure from 
the Hill.

“We lost a million people 
to this virus,” Austin told re-
porters traveling with him 
Saturday. “A million people 

died in the United States of 
America. We lost hundreds 
in DOD. So this mandate
has kept people healthy.”

“I’m the guy” who or-
dered the military to require
the vaccine, Austin added. 
“I support continuation of 
vaccinating the troops.”

Alex Brandon | Associated Press
Estonia’s Defense Minister Hanno Pevkur, left, is greeted by 
Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin during an honor cordon 
ceremony, upon his arrival at the Pentagon, Tuesday, Oct. 18, in 
Washington. 


