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WASHINGTON — President Joe 
Biden assured Americans on Friday 
that the U.S. economy is chugging 
along in the holiday season, but the 
very strength of a new jobs report 
showed that high infl ation remains a 
recession threat.

At the White House, the president 
signed an emergency bill to avert 

a rail strike that he said could have 
caused 765,000 job losses in two 
weeks and plunged the country into 
a painful downturn. But many voters 
and economists still fear that a reces-
sion is nigh and the price of reducing 
high prices will be layoffs.

Biden pointed to the addition of 
263,000 jobs in November — with the 
unemployment rate holding steady at 
3.7% — as proof that his policies have 
bulked up the economy. 
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Faithful fighter

Joel Martinez | jmartinez@themonitor.com
Nancy Salazar poses at her home on Friday, Dec. 2, 2022, in Mercedes.

As needs mount for family, Mercedes mother
bravely battling cancer remains hopeful

BY DINA AREVALO
STAFF WRITER

MERCEDES — Mother of 
four Nancy Salazar just wants 
to go back to being the woman 
she was before. The woman 
who took her children to and 
from school, cheered them on 
at their athletic competitions 
and baked homemade good-
ies at Christmas.

Salazar wants to be the 
woman she was before breast 
cancer and seemingly endless 
illnesses robbed her of her en-

ergy and her independence.
“I just want to get better,” 

the 47-year-old said while sit-
ting inside her home in rural 
north Mercedes on Friday.

“I just want to be the same 
person I used to be — active. 
Take my kids to school, bring 
them back home,” she said.

Salazar’s exhaustion was 
clearly visible as she sat at her 
kitchen table quietly recount-

ing the year-and-a-half of hell 
she and her family have been 
through.

In April 2021, Salazar 
was diagnosed with Stage 3 
breast cancer. The diagnosis 
came as an anger-inducing 
surprise that she says made 
her go crazy when she fi rst 
learned of it.
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PSJA’S
new super
on the job
BY MATT WILSON
STAFF WRITER

PHARR — After an excep-
tionally fast leadership change 
in November, Pharr-San Juan-
Alamo’s new interim superin-
tendent is promising stability 
and a servant-leader approach 
while he leads the district 
through a potentially turbu-
lent near future.

Alejandro Elias, 53, offi cially 
started in the district’s top 
spot on Wednes-
day, bringing a 
resume to the 
table that in-
cludes eight years 
as principal of 
PSJA Early Col-
lege High School, 
other education 
positions, a doctorate, and a 
career prior to education in 
which he spent 15 years work-
ing his way through leadership 
positions with H-E-B.

Elias is somewhat soft spo-
ken, and a bit camera shy.

The Pharr native and PSJA 
grad was evidently having a 
busy fi rst week in charge. He 
said in his fi rst two days he’d 
met with representatives from 
UTRGV and STC, 46 district 
principals and other stake-
holders.

TWC labor 
commissioner 
Alvarez, Valley 
native, to resign
By RICK KELLEY
STAFF WRITER

HARLINGEN — Texas Work-
force Commission appointee 
Julian Alvarez III, a Harlingen 
native and formerly the chief 
executive at the Rio Grande Val-
ley Partnership, 
will leave TWC 
this month after 
six years as one 
of three com-
missioners at the 
agency.

Alvarez served 
as commissioner 
representing labor since his ap-
pointment by Gov. Greg Abbott 
in 2016. He announced he will 
leave TWC effective Dec. 15.

In an interview Thursday, 
Alvarez noted that he was the 
first Valley native to serve in the 
position on TWC.

See BIDEN | 8A

Elias

Biden sees economy avoiding 
recession, but risks remain

Manuel Balce Ceneta | AP
President Joe Biden speaks before signing H.J.Res.100, a bill that 
aims to avert a freight rail strike, Friday in the Roosevelt Room at the 
White House, in Washington. 

Alvarez
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That’s because Salazar 
had been dutifully getting 
mammograms in the fi ve 
years leading up to her di-
agnosis. Doctors had no-
ticed something in those 
scans, but had assured her 
that it was nothing to wor-
ry about.

“I’ve always checked my-
self every year. And for fi ve 
years, they would tell me it 
was just hard tissue — un-
til (the fi fth year), they said 
something was wrong,” 
Salazar recalled.

“So, I had to go get a bi-
opsy and that’s when the 
doctor said it was cancer. 
Stage 3,” she said.

What followed next was 
a mastectomy to remove 
the cancerous tissue from 
her left breast, as well as 
chemotherapy and radia-
tion.

Salazar also underwent 
the preliminary stages of 
reconstructive surgery, 
where muscle tissue from 
her abdomen was grafted 
in place of the removed 
breast tissue.

The harsh cancer treat-
ments are over now — and 
Salazar is thankfully in re-
mission — but she’s still 
in the midst of the recon-
struction process.

That process has been 
hampered, however, by re-
peated bouts of infection 
at the surgery site which 
have kept the wound from 
closing and healing prop-
erly.

She’s scheduled to meet 
with an infectious disease 
doctor about the issue later 
this month.

It seems every stage 
of her illness and recov-
ery has been fraught with 
complications.

“I get scared sometimes, 
but I have to keep on,” 
Salazar said as her voice 
broke and tears began to 
well in her eyes.

As if the cancer wasn’t 
bad enough, Salazar also 
had to deal with a lengthy 
hospital stay after she con-
tracted some sort of viral 
infection earlier this fall.

That infection hospital-
ized her for 15 days. After-
ward, she contracted CO-
VID-19.

Just when she had re-
covered from those two ill-
nesses, her husband, Ser-
gio Salazar Sr., 44, was in a 
vehicular accident that has 
kept him out of work as a 
commercial driver.

About a month ago, Ser-
gio and a colleague were 
returning from Weslaco 
when another driver’s 
vehicle slid on the rain-
slicked road and slammed 
into their truck.

The truck was totalled 
and Sergio has struggled 

with pain since.
“It’s something very dif-

fi cult for us because we’re 
not used to (being) with no 
energy,” Salazar said.

She can no longer volun-
teer at her 11-year-old son, 
Jeshua’s, school. She can’t 
attend her 16-year-old son, 
Sergio Jr.’s baseball games 
with the Mercedes Tigers, 
where he plays fi rst base.

She no longer has the 
strength to roll out dough 
to make mini-empanadas, 
or “empanaditas,” that 
she traditionally makes 
at Christmastime, Salazar 
said.

She can’t even shower 
normally anymore since 
she’s lost signifi cant range 
of motion in her left arm.

But though disease 
has sapped her strength, 
it hasn’t diminished her 
faith.

During the worst mo-
ments — those moments 
lying in a hospital bed for 
the umpteenth time and 
worrying if she would sur-
vive — God has gotten her 
through it.

“God’s been with me all 
this time because I’m still 
here. I’ve gone through 
so much, but He’s always 
been by my side,” Salazar 
said.

It was diffi cult for Salazar 
to share her story, to ask for 
help.

She and her family are 
humble people. They live 
in a manufactured house 
off of Farm-to-Market 
Road 491 in rural Mer-
cedes.

A gaggle of blue heeler 
dogs greet visitors with 
friendly sniffs and scary, 
but harmless barks. The 

dogs warm up quickly, 
though, and are soon 
enough asking for pets.

When she was healthy, 
Salazar enjoyed feeding 
them out of her hands.

Humility aside, both 
Salazar’s family and her 
home could use some help.

She was shy about nam-
ing specifi cs, but since 
their recent hardships, the 
Salazar family has strug-
gled to pay bills.

Portions of the fl oor in 
their modest home have 
been patched with ply-
wood where there are gaps.

“We don’t like to ask… 
That’s how I am,” Salazar 
said.

Her older son needs new 
baseball cleats in size 11.5 
for the upcoming season.

And her younger son 
dreams of having a much-
coveted PlayStation5, she 
said. Or, Pokémon cards.

Her daughters, 20-year-
old Christina and 24-year-
old Julissa, are attending 
college. They would appre-
ciate workout clothes in 
size small, toys and treats 
for their dogs, or gift cards.

“We didn’t have a lot, 
but we had enough for our 
kids. But now, it’s differ-
ent,” Salazar said.

To help, call the United 
Way of South Texas at 
(956) 686-6331 and in-
quire about this family 
and the Spirit of Christ-
mas campaign. The Mon-
itor has partnered with 
the United Way of South 
Texas to garner support 
for Rio Grande Valley 
families in need of mon-
etary donations or other 
items and gifts specifi ed 
in this story.
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Nancy Salazar poses at her home on Friday, Dec. 2, 2022, in 
Mercedes. 

He suggested that the 
major recession risk was 
the freight rail strike, a 
problem the country 
avoided by having Con-
gress impose an agreement 
that raises pay but fails to 
provide the additional paid 
sick leave that workers de-
manded.

"Things are moving — 
they're moving in the right 
direction," Biden said. 
"As we go into the holiday 
season, here's what this all 
means: The Americans are 
working, the economy is 
growing."

White House offi cials 
do see reason for opti-
mism. Gasoline prices are 
averaging $3.45 a gallon, 
down sharply from a June 
peak, according to AAA. 
The economy is expand-
ing after shrinking in size 
during the fi rst half of the 
year. And since July, work-
ers' average hourly earn-
ings have been rising faster 
than consumer prices.

But infl ation can be a 
game of whack-a-mole, 
and Friday's employment 
report suggested that wage 
growth actually could be 
part of the problem.

Infl ation has been some-
thing of a moving target 
during Biden's presidency. 
Supply chain challenges 

and shortages pushed up 
prices as the country start-
ed to recover from the pan-
demic in 2021. Higher oil 
and food costs drove up in-
fl ation after Russia invaded 
Ukraine in February. And 
the jobs report showed that 
wage growth accelerated 
sharply, which could fuel 
infl ation going forward.

The Federal Reserve is 
attempting to reduce infl a-
tion by raising its bench-
mark interest rates. That 
action reduces economic 
activity in order to bring 
down prices.

On Wednesday, Fed 
Chair Jerome Powell sug-
gested the U.S. central 
bank might not have to 
raise rates as aggressively 
to return infl ation to the 
2% annual target. That 
comment caused the stock 
market to rise, only for the 
optimism to fi zzle out on 
Friday as the new and re-
vised wage data indicated 
the Fed might need to do 
more to cool the economy.

"With these revisions, 
the pace of wage growth 
is more consistent with 
5% infl ation than with 2% 
infl ation," said Harvard 
University professor Jason 
Furman, formerly the top 
economist in the Obama 
White House. "In this sense 
it may take a larger adjust-
ment in labor markets than 
previously hoped to bring 

infl ation down."
The president's key mes-

sage is that his policies 
have helped to avoid catas-
trophes such as a recession 
caused by a rail strike. The 
bill he signed Friday binds 
rail companies and work-
ers to a proposed settle-
ment that was reached 
between the railroads and 
union leaders in Septem-
ber but rejected by the 
workers of some unions.

"The bill I'm about to 
sign ends a diffi cult rail 
dispute and helps our na-
tion avoid what without a 
doubt would have been an 
economic catastrophe at 
a very bad time in the cal-
endar," said Biden. He said 
his team helped negotiate 
a "good product, but we 
still have more work to do 
in my view."

Members of four of the 
12 unions involved had 
rejected the proposed 
contract as lacking suffi -
cient paid sick leave, set-
ting up the possibility of 
a strike beginning Dec. 9. 
Biden acknowledged the 
shortcoming and said he 
would continue to push for 
that benefi t for every U.S. 
worker.

"I've supported paid sick 
leave for a long time," said 
the president, a staunch la-
bor union supporter. "I'm 
going to continue that fi ght 
until we succeed."

Negotiations begin for a global 
treaty on plastic pollution
BY JENNIFER MCDERMOTT 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

On Friday afternoon 
more than 2,000 experts 
will wrap up a week of ne-
gotiations on plastic pol-
lution at one of the largest 
global gatherings ever to 
address what even indus-
try leaders in plastics say is 
a crisis.

It was the fi rst meet-
ing of a United Nations 
committee set up to draft 
what is intended to be a 
landmark treaty to bring 
an end to plastic pollution 
globally.

"The world needs this 
treaty because we are pro-
ducing plastics by the bil-
lions," said Jyoti Mathur-
Filipp, executive secretary 
of the Intergovernmental 
Negotiating Committee 
for plastics in an interview 
with The Associated Press. 
"Billions of tons of plastics 
are being produced every 
year and there is absolutely 
no way to ensure that this 
plastic doesn't end up in 
the environment."

Entire beaches on what 
used to be pristine islands 
are now mounded with 
trash. Examination of a 
random handful of sand in 
many places reveals pieces 
of plastic.

The United Nations En-
vironment Programme 
held the meeting in a city 
known for its beaches, 
Punta del Este, Uruguay, 
from Monday through Fri-
day.

Delegates from more 
than 160 countries, plastic 
industry representatives, 
environmentalists, scien-
tists, waste pickers, tribal 

leaders and others affected 
by the pollution attend-
ed in person or virtually. 
Waste pickers are seeking 
recognition of their work 
and a just transition to fair-
ly-remunerated, healthy 
and sustainable jobs.

Even in this fi rst meet-
ing of fi ve planned over 
the next two years, factions 
came into focus. Some 
countries pressed for top-
down global mandates, 
some for national solu-
tions and others for both. If 
an agreement is eventually 
adopted, it would be the 
fi rst legally-binding global 
treaty to combat plastic 
pollution.

Leading the indus-
try point of view was the 
American Chemistry 
Council, a trade associa-
tion for chemical compa-
nies. Joshua Baca, vice 
president of the plastics 
division, said companies 
want to work with gov-
ernments on the issue 
because they also are frus-
trated by the problem. But 

he said they won't support 
production restrictions, as 
some countries want.

"The challenge is very 
simple. It is working to 
ensure that used plastics 
never enter the environ-
ment," Baca said. "A top-
down approach that puts a 
cap or a ban on production 
does nothing to address 
the challenges that we face 
from a waste management 
perspective."

The United States, a top 
plastic-producing country, 
agrees national plans allow 
governments to prioritize 
the most important sourc-
es and types of plastic pol-
lution.

Most plastic is made 
from fossil fuels. Other 
plastic-producing and 
oil and gas countries also 
called for putting the re-
sponsibility on individual 
nations. China's delegate 
said it would be hard to 
effectively control global 
plastic pollution with one 
or even several universal 
approaches.

Edmar Barros | AP
City workers remove garbage fl oating on the Negro River, 
which has a rising water level due to rain, June 6 in Manaus, 
Amazonas state, Brazil.

BY NARDINE SAAD
LOS ANGELES TIMES     

After calls to “fi x Kanye” 
and two months after his 
last suspension, Twit-
ter has again suspended 
embattled rapper Ye from 
the platform for violating 
rules about inciting vio-
lence.

The development came 
late Thursday, apparently 
at the behest of new Twit-
ter Chief Executive Elon 
Musk, who just weeks ago 
restored the account of 
Donald Trump. The for-
mer president’s account 
had been permanently 
suspended by the tech 
company following the 
Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the 
U.S. Capitol.

“I tried my best. De-
spite that, he again vio-
lated our rule against 
incitement to violence. 
Account will be suspend-
ed,” Musk tweeted Thurs-
day about Ye in response 
to a user.

The @kanyewest ac-
count appeared blank 
Friday morning, only 
bearing the explanation 
that “Twitter suspends 
accounts that violate the 
Twitter Rules.”

Prior to that, the Gram-
my-winning recording 
artist posted a series of 
erratic tweets — one of 
which appeared to show 
a symbol combining a 
swastika and a Jewish star 
— on Twitter. In his self-
described “fi nal tweet,” 

Ye also got a dig in about 
Musk and posted a photo 
of the Tesla and SpaceX 
founder being hosed 
down on a yacht by En-
deavor Chief Executive 
Ari Emanuel, who previ-
ously called on compa-
nies to cut ties with Ye.

The missives followed 
weeks of antisemitic 
rhetoric from the rapper. 
Those came to a head 
this week after Ye aligned 
himself with far-right 
infl uencer and white 
supremacist Nick Fuen-
tes. The two appeared 
together Thursday on 
conspiracy theorist Alex 
Jones’ “Infowars,” where 
Ye again voiced his ad-
miration for former Nazi 
leader Adolf Hitler.

Ye suspended from Twitter for violating 
rules on inciting violence, Musk says
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