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Raiders-Eagles 
showcases Rio 
Grande Valley 
vs. Coastal 
Bend’s best.
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BY ERIKA DE LOS REYES
STAFF WRITER

The Quintanilla family is com-
ing home, but they need help in 
making it feel like home for the 
holidays.

After a fi re left their house unin-
habitable on Oct. 16, Karina Quin-
tanilla and her family have strug-
gled to fi nd a place to live.

Although they were provided 
with temporary living assistance 
for three weeks, the family of eight 
will soon have to return to their 
Edinburg home to avoid being 
homeless.

Karina’s youngest son, Abraham, 
fi rst noticed the fi re, which began 
in the family’s living room, because 
he was woken up when he felt a 
sudden burn. A spark from a short 
circuit had landed on him.

Karina explained that her son 

immediately went to wake her and 
her husband Vicente, as well as his 
sister Evelyn who then woke the 
rest of her siblings.

She recalled the events of that 
day with sadness as she spoke 
about the moment her family ran 
out of the burning house.

“In a matter of seconds, it went 
from a small fl ame that advanced 
quickly and all we saw was our 
entire living room on fi re,” Karina 
said in Spanish, adding that as she 
and her family stood outside the 
house, all they could see was the 
black smoke.

In an attempt to put the fi re out, 
Vicente went back into the house 
to douse the fl ames with water. And 
although the fi re had grown too big 
for her husband to enter the house, 
he kept trying to extinguish it.

Rebuilding their lives

Joel Martinez | jmartinez@themonitor.com
Vicente Quintanilla walks around his home as it is being rebuilt after a fi re destroyed it last month, on Thursday, Dec. 1, 2022, in Edinburg. 

After fire destroys home, Edinburg family 
needs assistance picking up the pieces

Courtesy Photo
The fi re-gutted home of the Quintanilla family. 

Republican
requests
recount in
Senate race
BY MARK REAGAN
STAFF WRITER

Republican Adam Hinojosa fi led a 
petition for a recount in the three Rio 
Grande Valley counties that lifted his 
challenger Democrat 
Morgan LaMantia to vic-
tory on Election Day for 
Texas Senate District 27.

Hinojosa announced 
the recount in a statement 
posted on Facebook on 
Wednesday evening.

“On November 8th, in 
one of the closest elec-
tions in Texas, I fell just 
0.19% away from 50% of 
the vote in my race for Tex-
as Senate,” Hinojosa said. 
A total of 175,415 votes 
were cast in the election, 
with LaMantia receiving 
88,037 votes, or 50.19%, to 
Hinojosa’s 87,378 votes for 
49.81%.

That’s a difference of 659 votes.
“In any election with such a small 

margin of victory, even very small mis-

SpaceX’s first
orbital launch
moves closer
with test fire
BY STEVE CLARK
STAFF WRITER

With SpaceX’s incident-free, static-
fi re test of 11 of a Super Heavy booster’s 
33 rocket engines at Boca Chica/Star-
base on Nov. 29, the company moved a 
step closer toward attempting the fi rst 
orbital launch of Starship.

The engines were lit on Super Heavy 
BN7 early on Tuesday afternoon for 
roughly 13 seconds, longer than the 
static-fi re test of 14 of the booster’s en-
gines on Nov. 14 and the longest dura-
tion for a Super Heavy prototype static-
fi re test to date.

SpaceX’s billionaire founder and CEO 
Elon Musk tweeted on Nov. 15 that the 
next test would involve 20 seconds, give 
or take, of some number of engines “fi r-
ing with max oxygen fi ll to test autoge-
nous pressurization, possibly one more 
static fi re, then orbital launch attempt.” 
The Nov. 29 test may have been the au-
togenous pressurization test.

Hinojosa

LaMantia
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BY KEVIN FREKING 
AND JOSH FUNK 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Legisla-
tion to avert what could have 
been an economically ruin-
ous freight rail strike won fi -
nal approval in Congress on 
Thursday as lawmakers re-
sponded quickly to President 
Joe Biden's call for federal in-
tervention in a long-running 
labor dispute.

The Senate passed a bill 
to bind rail companies and 
workers to a proposed settle-
ment that was reached be-
tween the rail companies and 
union leaders in September. 
That settlement had been 
rejected by four of the 12 
unions involved, creating the 
possibility of a strike begin-

ning Dec. 9.
The Senate vote was 80-

15. It came one day after the 
House voted to impose the 
agreement. The measure now 
goes to Biden's desk for his 
signature.

"Communities will main-
tain access to clean drinking 
water. Farmers and ranchers 
will continue to be able to 
bring food to market and feed 
their livestock. And hundreds 
of thousands of Americans in 
a number of industries will 
keep their jobs," Biden said 
after the vote. "I will sign the 
bill into law as soon as Con-
gress sends it to my desk."

The Senate voted shortly 
after Labor Secretary Marty 
Walsh and Transportation 

Congress votes to avert rail strike amid dire warnings

Danny Karnik | AP
Freight train cars sit in a Norfolk Southern rail yard on Sept. 14 in 
Atlanta. See CONGRESS  |  9A

See FAMILY  |  9A
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Your Medicare, simplified.
I’m Jesse Marquez, a licensed sales agent in McAllen, 
Texas. When it comes to Medicare, it’s important to 
consider all of your options. What works well for your 
neighbor may not be the best fit for you. I know the ins 
and outs of Medicare, and I’m ready to answer your 
questions and help you find a plan that fits your needs. 

It’s time to take advantage.
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“From outside he 
continued to try to put 
out the fire by spray-
ing it with water from 
the hose. That is when 
a window exploded and 
the broken glass fell on 
his feet — those are the 
burns he suffered,” Kar-
ina said.

While her father tried 
to stop the fire, Evelyn 
took it upon herself to 
call the fire department.

The blaze started in 
the living room and 
stretched across the 
house and into the kitch-
en, causing damage to a 
majority of their home. 
The family lost much to 
the fire including their 
furniture, clothing and 
memorabilia.

“It is the realization 
that we lost items that 
had sentimental value … 
I had photos of my kids 
when they were little, 
videos of when they were 
little,” Karina said about 
her biggest losses.

The family also lost 
important documents in 
the fire, and her children 
lost all their school sup-
plies, including comput-
ers that were loaned to 
her younger kids.

Since that day, mem-
bers of her church have 
donated items to the 
family, including cloth-
ing and other necessi-
ties. Friends also donat-
ed clothing and the Red 
Cross gave them $800.

They also received 
help from Hidalgo Coun-
ty, which provided the 
family temporary hous-
ing in a hotel for three 
weeks.

Due to his injuries 
caused by the fire, Vicen-
te was unable to work for 
about two weeks.

But the family has kept 
pushing forward and — 
along with the help of 
their friends — rebuild-

ing the home.
The county provided 

them with containers 
where they could throw 
away the pieces of the 
home that were dam-
aged.

Her daughter, Evelyn, 
started a GoFundMe 
page that raised about 
$2,500. It’s money that 
the family has since used 
to purchase materials to 
help rebuild their home.

After three weeks in 
a hotel, the family was 
then allowed to live in a 
home thanks to a gener-
ous resident who gave 
them a place to stay for 
a couple months. Now 
they must move back 
into the home that is still 
being rebuilt.

“If you go to our house, 
it doesn’t look like it got 
burned because of how 
much we’ve advanced 
on it,” Karina explained. 
“We have two rooms in 
which we have placed 
sheet rock.”

They hope to restore 
their house the way it 
was before as it’s been 
their home for more 
than 18 years.

But with all efforts fo-
cused on the house, they 
haven’t been able to af-
ford much else, let alone 
Christmas gifts. So the 

family now looks to the 
community for help with 
basic necessities, espe-
cially winter clothes.

This holiday season, 
Karina is asking the com-
munity for help with 
anything they can con-
tribute. Karina said she 
and her family plan to 
use whatever help they 
receive from the commu-
nity toward a new home 
and appliances as well.

“My son Abraham 
wasn’t able to find a jack-
et that fit him among the 
clothes that (were) do-
nated to us,” she said, 
sharing the encouraging 
words she told Abraham 
about the scar he in-
curred from the fire.

“That is the scar that 
will remind you that you 
alerted your family — 
that you saved your fam-
ily,” she told him.

To help, call the United 
Way of South Texas at 
(956) 686-6331 and in-
quire about this family 
and the Spirit of Christ-
mas campaign. The 
Monitor has partnered 
with the United Way of 
South Texas to garner 
support for Rio Grande 
Valley families in need 
of monetary donations, 
or other items and gifts 
specified in this story.
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Secretary Pete But-
tigieg emphasized to 
Democratic senators at a 
Capitol meeting that rail 
companies would begin 
shutting down operations 
well before a potential 
strike would begin. The 
administration wanted 
the bill on Biden's desk by 
the weekend.

Shortly before Thurs-
day's votes, Biden de-
fended the contract that 
four of the unions had 
rejected, noting the wage 
increases it contains.

"I negotiated a contract 
no one else could negoti-
ate," Biden said at a news 
briefi ng with French 
President Emmanuel 
Macron. "What was ne-
gotiated was so much 
better than anything they 
ever had."

Critics say the contract 
that did not receive back-
ing from enough union 
members lacked suffi -
cient levels of paid sick 
leave for rail workers. 
Biden said he wants paid 
leave for "everybody" 
so that it wouldn't have 
to be negotiated in em-
ployment contracts, but 
Republican lawmakers 
have blocked measures to 
require time off work for 
medical and family rea-
sons. The president said 
Congress should impose 
the contract now to avoid 
a strike that he said could 
cause 750,000 job losses 
and a recession.

Railways say halting 
rail service would cause 
a devastating $2 billion-
per-day hit to the econ-
omy. A freight rail strike 
also would have a big 
potential impact on pas-
senger rail, with Amtrak 
and many commuter rail-
roads relying on tracks 
owned by the freight rail-
roads.

The rail companies 
and unions have been 

engaged in high-stakes 
negotiations. The Biden 
administration helped 
broker deals between the 
railroads and union lead-
ers in September, but four 
of the unions rejected the 
deals. Eight others ap-
proved fi ve-year deals 
and are getting back pay 
for their workers for the 
24% raises that are retro-
active to 2020.

With a strike looming, 
Biden called on Congress 
to impose the tentative 
agreement reached in 
September. Congress has 
the authority to do so and 
has enacted legislation in 
the past to delay or pro-
hibit railway and airline 
strikes. But most lawmak-
ers would prefer the par-
ties work out their differ-
ences on their own.

The Senate took a series 
of three votes. The fi rst 
was on a measure by Sen. 
Dan Sullivan, R-Alaska, 
that would have sent both 
parties back to the nego-
tiating table. But union 
groups opposed an exten-
sion, as did the Biden ad-
ministration. The propos-
al was roundly rejected, 
with 25 senators in sup-
port and 70 opposed.

"An extension would 
simply allow the railroads 
to maintain their status 
quo operations while pro-
longing the workforce's 
suffering," leaders of the 
Transportation Trades 
Department of the AFL-
CIO said.

The second vote the 
Senate took would have 
followed the path the 
House narrowly adopted 
the day before, which was 
to add seven days of paid 
sick leave to the tentative 
agreement. But that mea-
sure fell eight votes short 
of the 60-vote threshold 
needed for passage.

The fi nal vote was the 
measure binding the two 
parties to the September 
agreement. It passed with 
broad bipartisan support, 

as it had in the House. 
While lawmakers voiced 
consternation about hav-
ing to weigh in, the eco-
nomic stakes outweighed 
those concerns.

"A strike of that magni-
tude would have a painful 
impact on our economy 
and that is an unaccept-
able scenario as infl ation 
continues to squeeze West 
Virginians and Americans 
heading into the holiday 
season," said Sen. Joe 
Manchin, D-W.Va.

Democrats have tra-
ditionally aligned them-
selves with the politically 
powerful labor unions 
that criticized Biden's 
move to intervene and 
block a strike. House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi told 
Democratic colleagues 
it was "with great reluc-
tance" that Congress 
needed to bypass the 
standard ratifi cation pro-
cess for union contracts.

She did, however, hold 
an additional vote that 
would have added the 
seven days of paid sick 
leave that union work-
ers wanted. That gave 
Democratic lawmakers in 
both chambers the abil-
ity to show their support 
for paid sick leave for rail 
workers while also avoid-
ing a crippling strike.

The call for paid sick 
leave was a major stick-
ing point in the talks, 
along with other quality-
of-life concerns. The rail-
roads say the unions have 
agreed in negotiations 
over the decades to forgo 
paid sick time in favor of 
higher wages and strong 
short-term disability ben-
efi ts.

The unions maintain 
that railroads can eas-
ily afford to add paid sick 
time when they are re-
cording record profi ts. 
Several of the big railroads 
involved in these contract 
talks reported more than 
$1 billion profi t in the 
third quarter.
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Joel Martinez | jmartinez@themonitor.com
From left, Abraham Quintanilla, Emily Quintanilla, Vicente 
Quintanilla, and Karina Quintanilla pose in front of their home 
after a fi re destroyed it last month, on Thursday, Dec. 1, 2022, in 
Edinburg. 


