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WASHINGTON — A Lib-
yan intelligence official ac-
cused of making the bomb 
that brought down Pan Am 
Flight 103 over Lockerbie, 
Scotland, in 1988 in an inter-
national act of terrorism has 
been taken into U.S. custody 
and will face federal charges 
in Washington, the Justice 
Department said Sunday.

The arrest of Abu Agila Mo-
hammad Mas’ud Kheir Al-
Marimi is a milestone in the 
decades-old investigation 
into the attack that killed 
259 people in the air and 11 
on the ground. American au-
thorities in December 2020 
announced charges against 
Mas’ud, who was in Libyan 

custody at the time. Though 
he is the third Libyan intelli-
gence official charged in the 
U.S. in connection with the 
attack, he would be the first 
to appear in an American 
courtroom for prosecution.

The New York-bound Pan 
Am flight exploded over 
Lockerbie less than an hour 
after takeoff from London on 
Dec. 21, 1988. Citizens from 
21 different countries were 
killed. Among the 190 Ameri-
cans on board were 35 Syra-
cuse University students fly-
ing home for Christmas after 
a semester abroad.

The bombing laid bare 
the threat of international 
terrorism more than a de-
cade before the Sept. 11 at-
tacks. It produced global
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We at AIM Media stand 
with the Ukrainian 

people to support their 
freedom & sovereignty.

Please visit www.
aimmediacares.com

Close call
Cowboys score 
late to avoid major 
upset, beat Texans 
27-23.
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BY FRANCISCO E. JIMENEZ
STAFF WRITER

ROMA — Jose Angel Torres 
and his family had been iso-
lated from each other on the 
morning of February 1, 2021 
due to COVID-19.

The entire family was sick, 
and Jose’s wife, Rosa, wanted 
to keep her family separated 
to prevent further spread of 
the deadly virus.

Jose, a U.S. Army veteran, 
had been working with the 
Roma Independent School 
District as a bus driver when 
the pandemic began. After a 
few months, he’d been called 
back to work.

“He was in dialysis for 
eight years,” Rosa said. “Ever 
since COVID, since he had to 
go back to work, he got sick 
there at school.”

According to Rosa, a co-
worker had tested positive 
for the virus, so Jose was sent 
home as a precaution.

“They just sent him home 
so he could take a COVID 
test,” Rosa recalled. “It was a 
Wednesday. He did the CO-
VID test on Friday and the 
results came back Sunday. So 
we all went to go check also 

on Sunday, and Monday we 
all came back positive also.”

About a week later — on 
Feb. 1, his oldest daughter’s 
birthday — Jose came out of 
his room and alerted his wife 
to call an ambulance.

“We were all in different 
rooms. He just came out of 
the room and he said, ‘Go 
call the ambulance,’” Rosa 

said. “I’m like, ‘Why? What 
happened?’ He’s like, ‘I don’t 
feel good.’ So he came with 
his shoes in his hands and he 
just sat down. I told the kids, 
‘Let’s go outside,’ because I 
thought it was the diabetes, 
blood pressure — he had
everything.

“So I’m like, ‘Maybe it’s 
something like (diabetes).’ 
So I gave him orange juice 
because maybe it was the 
sugar,” she continued. “He 
checked his blood pressure 
and the oxygen, and it was 
really low. He was like, ‘It’s 
my oxygen. I can’t breathe. I 
feel like I can’t breathe.’ I’m 
like, ‘Why?’ And he’s like, ‘I 
don’t know. I can’t breathe.’”

Rosa ushered her three 
children outside as her
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UTRGV set
to name
Bush first
head coach
BY BRYAN RAMOS
STAFF WRITER

UTRGV has found its guy to 
build the foundation for Divi-
sion I football in 
the Rio Grande 
Valley.

Travis Bush, a 
Gregory-Portland 
graduate who 
played college 
football at Texas 
State and has 
several coaching 
stops at the Divi-
sion I and high school levels, is 
set to be named UTRGV’s first 
football coach in program his-
tory, sources confirmed to The 
Monitor and RGVSports.com.

Dave Campbell’s Texas Foot-
ball was first to report on Bush 
to be named UTRGV head 
coach.

Bush has years of coaching ex-
perience at the college level and 
most recently served as athletic 
coordinator and football head 
coach at New Braunfels Can-
yon, where he’s spent the past 
two years. He led New Braunfels 

National debt
may create
standoff in ’23
BLOOMBERG NEWS 

WASHINGTON — President 
Joe Biden is headed toward a 
standoff over the national debt 
next year, when Republicans
newly in control of the U.S.
House threaten to demand con-
cessions for raising the govern-
ment’s legal borrowing limit.

Democratic leaders in Con-
gress say they’ve run out of time 
to force through an increased
debt ceiling this year, with most 
Republicans opposed. Two sena-
tors — Democrat Joe Manchin
of West Virginia and newly in-
dependent Kyrsten Sinema of 
Arizona — insist that any vote 
should be bipartisan.

That will push the fight off
until 2023, when Republicans 
will assume the majority in the
House. From that perch, they’ve 
promised to win Biden’s signa-
ture on some of their priorities
in exchange for a vote to increase 
the borrowing limit before a de-
fault on U.S. payments as soon
as July.

Their demands could include
large spending cuts — includ-
ing to Social Security and Medi-
care, the retirement and health 
programs for the elderly and 
disabled — or policies such as 
stricter immigration controls. 

Libyan accused in Lockerbie bombing in US custody

Martin Cleaver | AP
A police offi cer walks by the nose of Pan Am fl ight 103 in a fi eld near the town of 
Lockerbie, Scotland where it lay after a bomb aboard exploded, killing a total of 
270 people, Wednesday, Dec. 21, 1988.

Bush

Delcia Lopez | dlopez@themonitor.com
Rosa Torres in her bedroom on Tuesday, Dec. 6, in Roma. Torres’ uneven fl oors from the cracking foundation is making her home unstable and 
needs foundation repairs. 
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Why you need dental insurance in retirement.

Medicare doesn’t pay for dental care.1

As good as Medicare is, it was never meant to cover 
everything. If you want protection, you need to purchase 
individual insurance.

Early detection can prevent small 
problems from becoming expensive ones.
The best way to avoid large dental bills is preventive 
care. Experts recommend checkups twice a year. 

Previous dental work can wear out.
Your odds of having a dental problem only go up as you age.2

Treatment is expensive — especially the 
services people over 50 often need.
Unexpected bills, like $189 for a filling, or $1,219 for a crown3

can be a real burden, especially if you’re on a fixed income.

Call for a FREE Information Kit!

1-844-959-1362
Dental50Plus.health/Rio
Includes the Participating (GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive Benefi ts Rider. Product not available in all states. Acceptance 
guaranteed for one insurance policy/certifi cate of this type. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. 
This specifi c offer is not available in CO, LA, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certifi cate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: 
C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN). Rider kinds B438, B439 (GA: B439B).
6247-0121

DENTAL Insurance
from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

1 “Medicare & You,” Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, 2021. 2 “How might my oral and dental health change as I age?”, www. usnews.com, 
11/30/2018. 3 American Dental Association, Health Policy Institute, 2018 Survey of Dental Fees, Copyright 2018, American Dental Association.

When you’re 
comparing plans ...

Look for coverage that 
helps pay for major services. 

Look for coverage 
with no deductibles.  

Shop for coverage 
with no annual maximum 
on cash benefits. 

Simply put — without 
dental insurance, there 
may be an important 
gap in your healthcare 
coverage.

investigations and pun-
ishing sanctions while 
spurring demands for ac-
countability from victims 
of those killed. The uni-
versity’s current chancel-
lor, Kent Syverud, said in 
a statement that the arrest 
was a significant develop-
ment in the long process 
“to bring those responsi-
ble for this despicable act 
to justice.”

Stephanie Bernstein, a 
Maryland woman whose 
husband, Michael, was 
among the 270 victims — 
he was a Justice Depart-
ment official returning 
on the flight from gov-
ernment business — said 
the news was “surreal” 
because there had been 
times in the past two years 
when victims’ families had 
been told that “it looks 
promising” only to find 
that was not the case.

“At first I thought I was 
dreaming when I was told 
what had happened, but 
it’s happened, and I’m in-
credibly grateful that this 
man will be tried in the 
United States,” Bernstein 
said in an interview.

The announcement of 
charges against Mas’ud on 
Dec. 21, 2020, came on the 
32nd anniversary of the 
bombing and in the final 
days of the tenure of then-
Attorney General William 
Barr, who in his first stint 
as attorney general in 
the early 1990s had an-
nounced criminal charges 
against two other Libyans 
intelligence officials.

The Libyan government 
initially balked at turning 
over the two men, Abdel 
Baset Ali al-Megrahi and 
Lamen Khalifa Fhimah, 
before ultimately sur-
rendering them for pros-
ecution before a panel of 
Scottish judges sitting in 
the Netherlands as part of 
a special arrangement.

The Justice Department 
said Mas’ud would appear 

soon in a federal court in 
Washington, where he 
faces two criminal counts 
related to the explosion.

U.S. officials did not say 
how Mas’ud came to be 
taken into U.S. custody, 
but late last month, local 
Libyan media reported 
that Mas’ud had been kid-
napped by armed men on 
Nov. 16 from his residence 
in Tripoli, the capital. That 
reporting cited a fam-
ily statement that accused 
Tripoli authorities of being 
silent on the abduction.

In November 2021, Na-
jla Mangoush, the foreign 
minister for the country’s 
Tripoli-based govern-
ment, told the BBC in 
an interview that “we, as 
a government, are very 
open in terms of collabo-
ration in this matter,” 
when asked whether an 
extradition was possible.

Torn by civil war since 
2011, Libya is divided be-
tween rival governments 
in the east and west, each 
backed by international 
patrons and numerous 
armed militias on the 
ground. Militia groups 
have amassed great wealth 
and power from kidnap-
pings and their involve-
ment in Libya’s lucrative 
human trafficking trade

A breakthrough in the 
investigation came when 
U.S. officials in 2017 re-
ceived a copy of an inter-
view that Mas’ud, a long-
time explosives expert for 
Libya’s intelligence ser-
vice, had given to Libyan 
law enforcement in 2012 
after being taken into 
custody following the col-
lapse of the government of 
the country’s leader, Col. 
Moammar Gadhafi.

In that interview, U.S. 
officials said, Mas’ud ad-
mitted building the bomb 
in the Pan Am attack and 
working with two other 
conspirators to carry it 
out. He also said the op-
eration was ordered by 
Libyan intelligence and 
that Gadhafi thanked him 

and other members of the 
team after the attack, ac-
cording to an FBI affidavit 
filed in the case.

That affidavit said 
Mas’ud told Libyan law 
enforcement that he flew 
to Malta to meet al-Megra-
hi and Fhimah. He handed 
Fhimah a medium-sized 
Samsonite suitcase con-
taining a bomb, having 
already been instructed 
to set the timer so that 
the device would explode 
exactly 11 hours later, ac-
cording to the document. 
He then flew to Tripoli, the 
FBI said.

Al-Megrahi was con-
victed in the Netherlands 
while Fhimah was ac-
quitted of all charges. Al-
Megrahi was given a life 
sentence, but Scottish 
authorities released him 
on humanitarian grounds 
in 2009 after he was di-
agnosed with prostate 
cancer. He later died in 
Tripoli, still protesting his 
innocence.

In announcing charges 
against Mas’ud in 2020, 
Barr said the U.S. and 
Scotland would use “every 
feasible and appropriate 
means” to bring him to 
trial.

“At long last, this man 
responsible for killing 
Americans and many oth-
ers will be subject to jus-
tice for his crimes,” Barr 
said at the time.

Scotland’s Crown Of-
fice and Procurator Fis-
cal Service on Sunday 
announced the arrest as 
well, saying in a statement 
that “the families of those 
killed in the Lockerbie 
bombing have been told 
that the suspect is in U.S. 
custody.”

The statement added 
that “Scottish prosecutors 
and police, working with 
U.K. government and U.S. 
colleagues, will continue 
to pursue this investiga-
tion, with the sole aim of 
bringing those who acted 
along with al-Megrahi to 
justice.”

LOCKERBIE 

husband sat on the sofa 
struggling to breath and 
waiting for an ambulance 
to arrive.

“For us, it’s like the am-
bulance takes forever,” 
Rosa said. “Maybe they 
took like three or four 
minutes to get here, but 
for us it’s like they never 
get here.”

Rosa had just sat down 
when she heard a loud 
noise coming from inside 
the house. She ran back 
inside with her eldest 
daughter and found Jose 
collapsed on the floor.

“I didn’t let them come 
in, just my oldest daugh-
ter — she came in,” Rosa 
said. “I could hear the 
ambulance so I went run-
ning outside. She was just 
yelling and yelling, ‘Dad-
dy, don’t leave us.’”

The ambulance showed 
up within minutes and 
began working on Jose. 
When it came time to go to 
the hospital, all Rosa and 
her three children could 
do was watch as Jose was 
taken away — unable to 
follow due to their posi-
tive COVID-19 status.

It would be hours be-
fore Rosa was able to hear 
any news about her hus-
band. She got a call from 
her brother, who was an 
emergency contact for 
her husband. He’d been 
called to the hospital 
to fill out some paper-
work. It was then that he 
learned his brother-in-
law’s fate, and he would 
have to relay the news to 
his sister.

“He came back around 
6 or 6:30, and he just told 
me. He knocked on the 
door and I had to go out-
side. I didn’t want any-
body inside because of 
COVID. So I went outside, 
and he’s like, ‘He didn’t 
make it.’”

To make matters worse, 
Rosa and her family were 
not able to attend Jose’s 
funeral due to COVID-19. 

Since then, her family has 
struggled to recover from 
the shocking and im-
mense loss.

Since that fateful day, 
Rosa and her family have 
struggled to move on 
with their lives. Her chil-
dren have seen counsel-
ors to try to help them 
cope with the loss of their 
father, but his absence is 
still strongly felt.

“My youngest daugh-
ter’s just like, ‘I want to be 
with daddy. I want to go 
with daddy.’ She’s like, ‘I 
miss daddy.’ We miss him 
too, but we just have to 
keep on going,” Rosa said.

Despite her best efforts 
to help her children and 
bring back some joy into 
their lives, every birth-
day and holiday serves 
as a reminder that Jose is 
gone.

“It’s not the same. For 
Thanksgiving, my hus-
band would do every-
thing. He would do the 
turkey, everything. Now 
it’s like, they don’t want 
to,” Rosa said. “They’re 
like, ‘Why do we cel-
ebrate? Dad’s not here.’ 
Last year, I didn’t put a 
tree because they didn’t 
want to. They were like, 
‘Why?’ This year, one of 
my friends came over. She 
went and got everything. 
She was like, ‘I’m going 
to set you up a Christmas 
tree.’ The kids were like, 
‘Only if we put his stock-
ing.’ So I was like, ‘OK, 

let’s do it.’ I know it’s hard 
for them. They don’t want 
nothing for Christmas.”

A row of stockings now 
line a wall next to the Tor-
res family’s Christmas 
tree. Standing out from 
the red and green colored 
stockings is a blue and 
white Dallas Cowboys 
themed stocking. Jose’s 
stocking.

Their 12-year-old son, 
Jose Angel Torres II, 
or Deuce to his father, 
shares his father’s love 
for his Dallas Cowboys. 
He wore a blue and white 
Jason Witten jersey as he 
remembered his father.

When asked what 
Christmas means to him, 
he said, “It’s nothing real-
ly.” He said that he doesn’t 
get excited for Christmas 
like he used to.

But the family has 
needs. Their foundation, 
for instance, is cracking 
and their floors are now 
uneven, making their 
Roma house unstable 
and in need of repairs.

To help, call the United 
Way of South Texas at 
(956) 686-6331 and in-
quire about this family 
and the Spirit of Christ-
mas campaign. The Mon-
itor has partnered with 
the United Way of South 
Texas to garner support 
for Rio Grande Valley 
families in need of mon-
etary donations, or other 
items and gifts specified 
in this story.

Delcia Lopez | dlopez@themonitor.com
Rosa Torres and her daughter Mida Huerta, 22, carry their pet 
“Patty” outside their home on Tuesday, Dec. 6.
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Gregory Bull | AP
Election workers process ballots at the Clark County Election Department on Nov. 10 in Las 
Vegas.

Election nonprofit that drew 
GOP ire in 2020 renews grants
BY HARM VENHUIZEN 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

MADISON, Wis. — A 
nonprofit group that be-
came a point of contro-
versy for distributing hun-
dreds of millions of dollars 
in election grants during 
the 2020 presidential cam-
paign is releasing a fresh 
round of money to local 
election offices, including 
in states where Republican 
lawmakers tried to ban the 
practice.

The Chicago-based Cen-
ter for Tech and Civic Life 
has released only general 
details about how much 
money each office will re-
ceive or what it will fund.

It has said 10 county 
and municipal election 
offices will be part of the 
first group to receive grant 
money under the center’s 
U.S. Alliance for Election 
Excellence, which has $80 
million to hand out over 
the next five years, with few 
restrictions.

Conservatives took aim 
at the center during the 
last presidential race after 
it gave local election offices 
around the country more 
than $350 million, almost 
all of it donated by Face-
book founder Mark Zuck-
erberg. Opponents termed 
the grants “Zuckerbucks” 
and claimed they were an 
attempt by the billionaire 
to tip the vote in favor of 
Democrats, although there 
was no evidence to support 
that.

Much of the earlier 
money went to election 
offices in urban areas that 
have traditionally sup-
ported Democrats, but 
the center pointed out 
that it gave funding to ev-
ery office that requested 
it – nearly 2,500 in all. The 
center previously said the 
current round of grant 

funding will not include 
money from Zuckerberg.

The center did not ini-
tially disclose the amounts 
each jurisdiction would 
be eligible to receive, but 
it posted a range of figures 
two weeks after the initial 
announcement in response 
to questions from The As-
sociated Press.

Grant amounts will vary 
based on the size of each 
jurisdiction, from $50,000 
for those with fewer than 
5,000 registered voters to 
$3 million for those with 
more than 1 million voters. 
The first offices will receive 
grants over a two-year pe-
riod leading up to the 2024 
presidential election, said 
Tiana Epps-Johnson, the 
center’s executive director.

The money comes with 
almost no restrictions on 
how it can be spent. Elec-
tion officials said they 
hope to use the grants for 
everything from improv-
ing websites to recruiting 
poll workers and building 
larger, more secure office 
spaces.

The center’s hesitancy to 
disclose details about its 
renewed efforts has drawn 
criticism from the same 
conservative groups that 
opposed its work in 2020.

“It seems like this entire 
process will occur behind 
the scenes with no guard-
rails or transparency, fur-
thering the concerns of vot-
ers over undue influence on 
the conduct of elections,” 
said Hayden Dublois, a re-
searcher at the conserva-
tive Foundation for Gov-
ernment Accountability.

The center’s grants will 
not fund offices in any of 
the more than 20 states 
where Republicans en-
acted laws since 2020 that 
ban private funding for 
elections, but it will go 
to offices in some states 

where Democratic gover-
nors vetoed bans passed 
by Republican-controlled 
legislatures. That includes
Michigan, North Carolina 
and Wisconsin.

Dublois said he was 
skeptical of the list of juris-
dictions the center chose 
to support. The center de-
clined to provide specific 
details about how it select-
ed members of the alliance.

“It seems most of the 
targets for the alliance 
are geared towards blue 
states, with some Demo-
cratic strongholds in swing 
states included, as well,” he
said, voicing concerns that 
increased funding could 
boost Democratic turnout.

Five of the selected juris-
dictions lean Republican,
but they make up only a 
fraction of the total popula-
tion in the more Democrat-
ic jurisdictions.

The initial election of-
fices selected are: Contra 
Costa and Shasta counties 
in California; Greenwich, 
Connecticut; Kane and Ma-
coupin counties in Illinois; 
Ottawa County, Michigan; 
Clark County, Nevada;
Brunswick and Forsyth 
counties in North Carolina;
and Madison, Wisconsin.

In Wisconsin, a peren-
nial political battleground 
where former President 
Donald Trump has sought
to decertify the results of
the 2020 presidential elec-
tion, Republican lawmak-
ers tried to work around 
Democratic Gov. Tony 
Evers’ veto power this 
spring by proposing an 
amendment to the state
constitution that would 
ban private funding for
elections. The proposal 
passed the Legislature but 
would need a second con-
secutive approval in 2023 
before it could be put to a
statewide vote.


