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U.S. Rep. Henry Cuellar will be in-
strumental in mobilizing Congres-
sional votes for the 
Democratic Party as 
the new Chief Deputy 
Whip in the 118th 
Congress.

As deputy whip, 
Cuellar will act as a 
liaison between con-
gressional leaders and 
members of their re-
spective parties to round up votes on 
key legislation.

“Although we maintained a Sen-
ate majority and a Democratic presi-
dent, it is critical we continue to find 
common ground and pass sensible 
legislation that keeps our families 
safe, creates jobs, and spurs innova-
tion,” the South Texas congressman 
said in a news release earlier this 
week.

Cuellar will serve under incoming 
Democratic Whip Katherine Clark, 
whom he acknowledged in his release.

“I want to thank incoming Demo-
cratic Whip Katherine Clark for pro-
viding me with this great leadership 
opportunity. It is an honor and a 
privilege to serve under new lead-
ership and deliver for the American 
people,” he said.

Cuellar’s new role will also involve 
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The Texas comptroller will send 
cities, counties transit systems and 
special purpose districts $1.1 billion 
in local sales tax allocations for De-
cember, an increase of 12.4 percent 
over last year.

In Hidalgo County, Mercedes led 
the way, up 29.13 percent, followed 
by Mission (up 11.54 percent), McAl-
len (up 10.95 percent), Weslaco (up 
9.50 percent), Edinburg (up 9.00 per-
cent) and Pharr (up 6.37 percent).

In Cameron County, most of the 
larger cities posted strong gains 
based on sales made in October 
and by businesses that report tax 
monthly.

La Feria led the way, up 14.48 per-
cent year-over-year, followed by San 
Benito (up 13.92 percent), Port Isa-
bel (up 13.83 percent), South Padre 
Island (up 13.70 percent), Browns-
ville (up 10.92 percent), Harlingen 
(up 7.07 percent), Los Fresnos (up 
5.90 percent) and Rio Hondo (up 
2.94 percent.)

In Willacy County, Raymondville 
posted a 25 percent gain over last 
year while Lyford was down 15.53 
percent.

Fighting for life

Gallegos trial pushed back again

The trial date for the former 
CEO, president, and financial 
director for IES or Interna-
tional Education Services has 
been pushed back again, af-
ter attorneys representing the 
men said they need more time 
to prepare for the case, federal 
court documents reflect.

Ruben Gallegos Sr., his son, 
Ruben Gallegos Jr., along with 
Juan Gonzalez, face theft and 
embezzlement charges that 
they are accused of com-
mitting during the time they 
worked and operated IES.

The trio were indicted on 
the charges in August. Count 
one of the indictment charges 
them with conspiracy. Count 
two charges them with theft 

concerning programs receiv-
ing federal funds.

Jury selection in their trials 
was scheduled to begin Jan. 
17, 2023. However, it has been 

pushed back to March 7, 2023, 
after U.S. District Judge Fer-
nando Rodriguez Jr., signed a 
motion granting the extension 
on Dec. 8.

According to the Dec. 7 filing 
requesting the continuation in 
the case, attorney’s represent-
ing the men are still waiting to
receive additional “discovery” 
or information from the U.S.
Attorney’s Office pertaining 
to the case to prepare for the 
trial.

“Plaintiff continues to pro-
vide discovery to Defendants
on this matter and discovery 
in this matter is voluminous.
Defendants received the first 
round of discovery from Plain-
tiff on or about November 1, 
(2022). Defendants have not
been provided with a date 
wherein they can expect to re-
ceive all of the discovery. Un-
til the defense has been pro-
vided with all discovery from 
Plaintiff and has ample time 
to review, the defense cannot

Rep. Cuellar 
to serve key 
role for House 
Democrats

October sales 
tax numbers 
are strong for 
Valley cities
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MERCEDES — A father’s 
decision to let his son sleep 
a little more one morning 
changed the trajectory of 
their life in ways they could 
have never imagined.

One day, not unusual 
in any way, Alfonso Oro-
zco Oliva decided he would 

drop his son off at school so 
that his son wouldn’t have 
to wake up early for the bus, 
and that way he could get an 
extra hour of sleep.

He doesn’t recall much 
else. In fact, all Alfonso re-
members from that day is 
leaving his son at school 
and then waking up to the 
sound of an ambulance and 
firemen pulling him out of 

his vehicle.
Alfonso had been in an ac-

cident that almost claimed 
his life. He hit a house in 
November 2021 while driv-
ing back home after suffer-
ing a seizure.

He didn’t know at the time 
that he suffers from hydro-
cephalus and epileptic sei-
zures that require surgery. 
Hydrocephalus is caused 

by a build-up of fluid within 
the cavities of the brain.

The crash changed their 
lives in more ways than one, 
but the Orozco family has 
only grown closer.

Although Alfonso strug-
gles with these conditions, 
he continues to work as 
a handyman in order to

Mercdes family hopes to raise money 
to help father combat his seizures

See FIGHTING FOR LIFE  |  7B

Case is against former 
IES CEO, president, 
fi nancial director

Miguel Roberts | The Brownsville Herald
This Aug. 7 fi le photo shows a view of the federal courthouse in 
Brownsville.

Cuellar

Delcia Lopez | dlopez@themonitor.com
Camila Orozco, 2, holds on to the hand of her father, Alfonso Orozco, in their trailer home Wednesday, Dec. 7, 2022, in Mercedes. 
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PARADE E-EDITION!
NEW

[NEWSPAPER LOGO]

November 13th will 
be the final print 
edition of Parade. 
But you can still 
get everything you 
love about Parade 
in an easy-to-read 
digital format. 

SCAN TO ACCESS  
PARADE'S E-EDITION.

Get everything 
you love about  

Parade 
in Sunday’s

E-Newspaper

Subscribers can activate their E-Newspaper by going to
www.myrgv.com/account-activation

CATHERINE

The Oscar winner 

on acting since 

age 9, what she 

binges with husband 

Michael Douglas and 

her new role in 

National Treasure

Beauty and  

the Beast

Turns 30, p. 5

Searching for the
Right Retirement 
Community?

See for yourself why more and more 
active adults are choosing John Knox 

Village. In fact, few homes remain,
so don’t delay: Contact us by phone 

for an in-person tour today!
Call Lisa Sherwood
(956) 968-4575 

to get the details, and tour our
40(+) acre campus.

Do you plan to make the Rio 
Grande Valley your Home 
for the rest of your life? 

John Knox Village is a
501 C3, non-profi t 

corporation

Where Life is Care 
Free and Life Care 

is assured.
Come and see us today!

We offer affordable, 
luxurious retirement living 
that includes Independent 
Living, Assisted Living and 
when you need it 24-Hour 
Nursing Care guaranteed.

Weslaco, TX
www.johnknoxvillagergv.com

keeping tabs on how repre-
sentatives might vote on cer-
tain legislation.

“I remain steadfast in my
commitment to working un-
der the new Whip team and
with my fellow colleagues to
build consensus on the ever-
changing issues facing our
nation,” Cuellar said. “The
American people are de-
pending on us in Congress to
deliver results and keep our
country moving forward.”

KEY ROLE 
proceed with determin-
ing and filing the neces-
sary pretrial motions,” 
the court filings read.

It further reads, “This 
request will not work 
to the detriment of the 
defendants and is not 
done solely for purposes 
of delay, but that defen-
dants receive the benefit 
of fully prepared coun-
sel.”

According to the Aug. 
30, unsealed federal in-

dictment, from 2014 
through 2018, Gallegos 
Sr., Gallegos Jr. and Gon-
zalez knowingly con-
spired with another un-
named person to commit 
an offense against the 
United States, to “em-
bezzle, steal, obtain by 
fraud knowingly convert 
without authority, and 
intentionally misapply 
property that is valued 
at $5,000 U.S. dollars or 
more, and is owned by, 
or is under the care, cus-
tody, or control of, an or-
ganization that receives 

more than $10,000 U.S. 
dollars in federal assis-
tance in any one-year 
period.”

Among the charg-
es and according to a 
portion of the indict-
ment, Gallegos was 
paid salaries way over 
the $183,000 cap limit 
with his 2017 salary at 
$435,416.88.

The indictment also 
states Gallegos Sr. was 
paid $506,0032.22 and 
Gonzalez $377,060.96 — 
also in violation of the 
salary caps — but their 

names are redacted in the 
document.

The IES contracted 
with the Unaccompa-
nied Alien Children Pro-
gram and provided tem-
porary shelter care and 
other related services to 
unaccompanied alien 
children, according to 
the federal indictment.

IES received almost 
all of its funding in the 
form of federal grants, 
and for each fiscal year 
from 2014 through 
2018, it received mil-
lions of dollars in federal

grant funds.
Gallegos Jr. served as 

CEO of IES from 2014 
to 2018, Gallegos Sr. as 
president, and Gonzalez 
as finance director until 
the federal government 
decided it would not re-
new its funding for the 
IES shelter.

The United States 
Congress prohibited use 
of grant funds to pay 
salaries above a certain 
rate. In addition, federal 
regulations further lim-
ited spending of grant 
funds.

TRIAL 

provide for his family as 
the sole breadwinner.

His wife, Claudia Aracely 
Rocha Escamilla, stays at 
home to care for him and 
their three kids.

She spoke Wednesday 
about the day Alfonso al-
most didn’t make it back 
home.

“He was going to come 
back to drink some coffee, 
and I was going to make 
him breakfast before he 
left for work, but he never 
came back,” Claudia said 
about the day of the ac-
cident, remembering that 
hours had passed since 
he had left. “The police ar-
rived at my door knocking 
and asked if this was where 
Alfonso Orozco lived … 
because he had been in an 
accident.”

She recalled imme-
diately worrying for 
her son Emiliano Oro-
zco, 7, who had left with 
his father earlier that
morning.

Alfonso explained that 
the last thing he remem-
bered was turning onto 
Hidalgo Street in Mercedes 
after dropping off Emiliano.

“Suddenly I began to 
feel a tickle in my head al-
most like bubbles …I knew 
something was happening 
to me,” Alfonso said, recall-
ing the events of that day as 
he gripped his left arm. “It’s 
all I can remember. When I 
woke up, the firemen were 

removing me from my 
truck. I had crashed into a 
home.”

Alfonso was transported 
to McAllen Medical Center 
where an X-ray revealed he 
had water in his brain cav-
ity that applied pressure to 
his brain, causing him to 
have seizures.

According to Alfonso, 
this was due to a previous 
injury.

At the hospital, Clau-
dia was told her husband 
needed emergency sur-
gery in order to drain the 
water and prevent the
seizures.

He was hospitalized for 
three days and underwent 
intensive therapy to pre-
pare for his upcoming sur-
gery; however, it was can-
celed because he does not 
have insurance.

“A neurologist told me 
that if he does not operate, 
I will not live to 50 or 55,” 
Alfonso said with a heavy 
tone. “We have to take out 
the water, if not I could 
die.”

All Alfonso wants is to 
get good health insurance 
so that he can be treated by 

a neurologist.
The seizures have lim-

ited the amount of work he 
can do, which has affected 
the family financially and 
makes it difficult to manage 
bills, rent and medication.

According to Claudia, 
her husband’s medication 
costs about $55 a bottle 
and only lasts about two 
weeks.

“All that I want is to be 
okay for my kids,” Alfonso 
said. “Just to be OK to be 
working.”

This holiday season Al-
fonso is asking the com-
munity for help in raising 
money to pay for his sur-
gery and help in providing 
his kids with the perfect 
Christmas.

To help, call the United 
Way of South Texas at 
(956) 686-6331 and inquire 
about this family and the 
Spirit of Christmas cam-
paign. The Monitor has 
partnered with the United 
Way of South Texas to gar-
ner support for Rio Grande 
Valley families in need of 
monetary donations, or 
other items and gifts speci-
fied in this story.

Delcia Lopez | dlopez@themonitor.com
Alfonso Orozco rubs his head as he explains the symptoms that occur with his illness while his 
daughter, Camila, plays with a stuffed animal on Wednesday Dec. 7, 2022, in Mercedes. 
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BY JOSEPH MORTON
DALLAS MORNING NEWS

WASHINGTON — The 
Senate easily confirmed 
three U.S. attorneys for 
Texas this week, each one 
an experienced prosecu-
tor with the backing of Re-
publican U.S. Sens. John 
Cornyn and Ted Cruz of 
Texas.

Both senators are on the 
Senate Judiciary Committee.

“Serving as the chief liti-
gator and highest-ranking 
law enforcement officer 
in these districts is no 
small role, but [the three 
prosecutors] have the ex-
perience necessary to be 
successful U.S. attorneys,” 

Cornyn said in a prepared 
statement when they were 
nominated. “I was proud 
to recommend each of 
them for these positions 
with Sen. Cruz, and I look 
forward to seeing them 
ensure the government is 
well-represented in Texas 
courtrooms.”

The three were nomi-
nated by President Joe 
Biden and assume their 
key federal law enforce-
ment duties at a time 
when Republicans have 
sought to blame a surge in 
crime on Democrats and 
what GOP critics say is lax 
enforcement by left-lean-
ing prosecutors.

Leigha Simonton will 

take over the Dallas-based 
Northern District, where 
she has been an assistant 
U.S. attorney since 2005. 
She has helped handle 
high-profile public cor-
ruption cases such as 
charges against Dallas 
County commissioner 
John Wiley Price.

Price, one of the region’s 
most powerful politicians, 
was acquitted of bribery 
charges. The jury dead-
locked on tax evasion 
counts and prosecutors 
decided not to retry him.

Jaime Esparza will be in 
charge of the San Antonio-
based Western District.

As El Paso County dis-
trict attorney from 1993 

to 2020, he secured a 
capital murder indict-
ment against the gunman 
who killed 23 people in 
the August 2019 Walmart
rampage.

Esparza might decide 
the fate of Ken Paxton, the 
state’s recently re-elect-
ed Republican attorney
general.

Paxton has been un-
der federal investigation 
since October 2020, when 
top deputies accused him 
of using his office to help 
a campaign donor who 
hired a former aide with 
whom he’d had an extra-
marital affair.

Paxton has denied 
wrongdoing.

Alamdar Hamdani will 
take over the Houston-
based Southern District, 
where he has been an as-
sistant U.S. attorney for 
eight years after serving as 
deputy chief of the coun-
terterrorism section of the 
Justice Department’s Na-
tional Security Division.

The Senate confirmed 
the nominees by voice 
vote Tuesday night.

Carl Tobias, a law pro-
fessor at the University of 
Richmond and an expert 
on the federal judiciary, 
said by e-mail that it’s 
valuable to have three of 
the state’s four U.S. attor-
ney spots filled because 
those offices now have 

permanent rather than 
acting chiefs.

That brings stability to 
the offices, allows them to
speak with full authority
and coordinate with the
main Justice Department, 
Tobias said.

“All three nominees
whom the Senate con-
firmed on voice votes, 
which means that they
are well qualified and not
controversial and had 
home state senator sup-
port, are extremely experi-
enced prosecutors, which 
means that they are well
equipped to lead the of-
fices and cooperate with
each other and D.C.,” To-
bias said.

Trio of US attorneys for Texas sails through Senate confirmation


